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1. A new quad in West Asia. 

 

Context: The first-ever meeting between the 

foreign ministers of India, Israel, the United 

Arab Emirates, and the United States is being 

widely perceived as a new QUAD group. 

 

What is Abraham Accord? 

 The Israel–UAE normalization 

agreement is officially called the 

Abraham Accords Peace Agreement. 

 It was initially agreed to in a joint 

statement by the United States, Israel 

and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

on August 13, 2020. 

 The UAE thus became the third Arab 

country, after Egypt in 1979 and Jordan 

in 1994, to agree to formally normalize 

its relationship with Israel as well as 

the first Persian Gulf country to do so. 

 Concurrently, Israel agreed to suspend 

plans for annexing parts of the West 

Bank. 

 The agreement normalized what had 

long been informal but robust foreign 

relations between the two countries. 

 

The idea of the Indo-Abrahamic Accord 

 The idea of an accord between India, 

the UAE and Israel was first suggested 

by Mohammed Soliman, an Egyptian 

scholar based in Washington. 

 The focus, then, was on India taking 

full advantage of the normalisation of 

relations between Israel and the Arabs. 

 

Prospects of India joining the accord 

 Adding “Indo” to the Abrahamic 

Accords — from think tank level to the 

policy domain underlines the 

extraordinary churn in the geopolitics 

of the Middle East. 

 It also points to new openings for India 

in the region and ever-widening 

possibilities for Delhi’s strategic 

cooperation with Washington. 

 

Significance for India 

The new minilateral consultation with the US, 

Israel and the UAE should start breaking that 

political taboo by: 

 

(1) Creating a minilateral in the Middle-

East: 

 Such events mark an important turning 

point in Delhi’s engagement with the 

Middle East. 

 It suggests India is now ready to move 

from bilateral relations conducted in 

separate silos towards an integrated 

regional policy. 

 As in the Indo-Pacific, so in the Middle 

East, regional coalitions are bound to 

widen Delhi’s reach and deepen its impact. 

 

(2) India bridging the Arab-Israeli rift: 

 Often the Arab nations and Israel are 

divided over Palestine. 

 The simultaneous expansion of Delhi’s 

cooperation with Israel and the Arab world 

was considered impossible. 

 However, India’s new foreign policy broke 

from that assessment and demonstrated the 

feasibility of a non-ideological 

engagement with the Middle East. 

 This diplomatic pragmatism allows Delhi 

to reimagine its policies towards the 

Middle East. 

 

(3) Extension of cooperation with the US: 

 Thinking of the US as a partner in the 

Middle East is part of the reimagination. 

 For long, India defined the US, and more 

broadly the West, as part of the problem in 

the Middle East. 

 As a result, Delhi kept a reasonable 

political distance from the US in the 

region. 



(4) Miscellaneous: 

 India’s scale with Israeli innovation and 

Emirati capital could produce immense 

benefits to all three countries. 

 Add American strategic support and you 

would see a powerful dynamic unfolding 

in the region. 

 

Is it a new Quad in making? 

 It is perhaps too early to call the new 

minilateral with the US, UAE and Israel 

the “new Quad” for the Middle East. 

 It will be a while before this grouping will 

find its feet and evolve. 

 After all, it took quite some effort to build 

the Quad in the east with Australia, India, 

Japan and the United States. 

 

What is the kind of agenda that this group 

can develop? 

Economic Cooperation: Like the eastern 

Quad, it would make sense for the new 

Middle Eastern minilateral to focus on non-

military issues like trade, energy, and 

environment and focus on promoting public 

goods. 

Technology cooperation: Beyond trade, there 

is potential for India, UAE and Israel to 

collaborate on many areas — from 

semiconductor design and fabrication to space 

technology. 

A new geopolitical entity: The new “Quad” 

in the Middle East is likely to be India’s only 

new coalition in the region. It provides a 

thrust to new regionalism to the west 

involving India. 

‘Extended’ neighborhood: This engagement 

will open the door for extending the 

collaboration with other common regional 

partners like Egypt (better call it Suez Canal), 

who will lend great strategic depth to the 

Indo-Abrahamic accords. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 This engagement has thus opened up a new 

opportunity for India to go for deeper 

engagement with Israel without risking its 

relations with the other Arab states of the 

Persian Gulf. 

 In the evolving scenario, there seems much 

scope for a profitable trilateral synergy, but 

India cannot take its preponderance as a 

given. 

 There is much to be done in realizing the 

full potential of the “Indo-Abrahamic 

Accords”. 

 

2. Improving livestock breeding. 

 

Context: The revised version of the Rashtriya 

Gokul Mission and National Livestock 

Mission (NLM) proposes to bring focus on 

entrepreneurship development and breed 

improvement in cattle, buffalo, poultry, sheep, 

goat, and piggery. 

 

Livestock breeding and challenges 

 Unorganised in nature: Livestock 

breeding in India has been largely 

unorganised. 

 Lack of linkages: Because of this 

unorganised nature there have been gaps 

in forward and backward 

integration across the value chain. 

 Impact on quality: The above 

scenario impacts the quality of livestock 

that is produced and in turn negatively 

impacts the return on investment for 

livestock farmers. 

 Roughly 80% bovines in the country are 

low on productivity and are reared by 

small and marginal farmers. 

 

Entrepreneurship development through 

NLM and Rashtriya Gokul Mission 

 The revised version of the Rashtriya Gokul 

Mission and National Livestock Mission 



(NLM) proposes to bring focus on 

entrepreneurship development. 

 Breed improvement infrastructure: It 

seeks to provide incentives to individual 

entrepreneurs, farmer producer 

organisations, farmer cooperatives, joint 

liability groups, self-help groups, Section 

8 companies for entrepreneurship 

development and State governments 

for breed improvement infrastructure. 

 The breed multiplication farm component 

of the Rashtriya Gokul Mission is going 

to provide for capital subsidy up to ₹200 

lakh for setting up breeding farm with at 

least 200 milch cows/ buffalo using latest 

breeding technology.  

  Moreover, the strategy of incentivising 

breed multiplication farm will result in 

the employment of 1 lakh farmers. 

 The grassroots initiatives in this sphere 

will be further amplified by web 

applications like e-Gopala that provide 

real-time information to livestock farmers. 

 Poultry: The poultry entrepreneurship 

programme of the NLM will provide for 

capital subsidy up to ₹25 lakh for the 

setting up of a parent farm with a capacity 

to rear 1,000 chicks. 

 Under this model, the rural entrepreneur 

running the hatchery will be supplying 

chicks to the farmers. 

 This is expected to provide employment to 

at least 14 lakh people. 

 Sheep and goat entrepreneurship: In the 

context of sheep and goat 

entrepreneurship, there is a provision of 

capital subsidy of 50% up to 50 lakh. 

 An entrepreneur under this model shall set 

up a breeder farm, develop the whole chain 

will eventually sell the animals to the 

farmers or in the open market. 

 This model is projected to generate a net 

profit of more than ₹33 lakh for the 

entrepreneur per year. 

 Piggery: For piggery, the NLM will 

provide 50% capital subsidy of up to ₹30 

lakh. 

  Each entrepreneur will be aided with 

establishment of breeder farms with 100 

sows and 10 boars, expected to produce 

2,400 piglets in a year. 

 This model is expected to generate a profit 

of ₹1.37 crore after 16 months and 1.5 

lakh jobs. 

 

Conclusion 

The revised scheme of NLM coupled with the 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission and the Animal 

Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund 

has the potential to dramatically enhance the 

productivity and traceability standards of our 

livestock. 

 

3. Slide in China's GDP growth: the causes 

and implications for India. 

 

Context: China’s third-quarter GDP growth 

slowed to 4.9% as industrial output rose way 

below expectations in September, according to 

data released by the country’s National 

Bureau of Statistics on Monday. 

 

Is this worrying? 

The main reason why growth was below 

expectation is the tepid rise in industrial 

production at 3.1% in September, way below 

the expected 4-4.5%. 

There are two factors here:  

One, it needs to be kept in mind that China 

was the first off the blocks when it comes to 

reviving growth after the pandemic. So, 

inevitably, even as the rest of the world 

struggles to get back to pre-pandemic levels, 

the Chinese recovery had already gathered 

steam and pre-pandemic milestones were 

crossed quarters ago. The base is consequently 

a factor in China’s case. 



Second, there are a combination of systemic 

issues evident in the latest data print that 

signal potential headwinds, both for the 

Chinese and the global economies. This 

includes a massive fuel crunch that is 

crimping the country’s growth engine, worries 

of a systemic crisis in its real estate business 

precipitated by the Evergrande fiasco, and a 

souring of business sentiment amid the federal 

government’s crackdown on multiple Chinese 

sectors and marquee companies that have been 

mascots of growth over the years. 

 

Would there be an impact on India? 

 There are concerns that a slowing Chinese 

economy could impact the incipient global 

recovery. 

  India too could see an impact, given that 

the country’s bilateral trade with China has 

grown nearly 50 per cent in the first nine 

months of 2021, according to Chinese 

government data. 

 According to India’s Commerce Ministry 

data, China was India’s top trading partner 

in the April-July period, followed by the 

US, the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Singapore. 

 India’s total trade with China touched 

$90.38 billion during the January-

September period, and is likely to cross 

$100 billion by the end of the year. Some 

of India’s major imports from China 

include smartphones and automobile 

components, telecom equipment, active 

pharmaceutical ingredients, and other 

chemicals. 

 A slowing Chinese economy portends 

worries on the buoyant trade front, apart 

from the overall loss of momentum to the 

global post-pandemic economic recovery. 

 

 

 

 

4. Arctic melt: will polar bears vanish by 

2100? 

 

Context: According to a new study, if carbon 

emissions continue at current levels, summer 

ice will disappear by 2100 — and, along with 

it, creatures such as seals and polar bears. 

 

About: 

 In winter, most of the Arctic Ocean surface 

freezes, and scientists expect this to 

continue for the foreseeable future, even as 

climate warms. 

 In summer, when some of the ice melts, 

winds and currents carry it for great 

distances — some of it into the North 

Atlantic, but much of it into the Arctic’s 

farthest-north coasts, along Greenland and 

the Canadian islands. 

 This results in a rich marine ecosystem. On 

the Arctic ice, algae bloom. These feed 

tiny animals, which in turn feed fish, 

which in turn feed seals, which feed polar 

bears at the top of the chain. 

 The irregular topography also helps create 

lairs for seals, and ice caves for polar bears 

during the winter. 

 But with a warming climate, summer sea 

ice has been shrinking fast, and now 

consistently spans less than half the area it 

did in the early 1980s. 
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