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Mains DNA 

General Studies I 
 

1. The '3Cs' That Haunt Indian Education Today 

 

Context 
 The introduction of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 was presented as a landmark reform in India's 

education system. 
 However, beneath its promises of transformation, the policy masks deeper issues stemming from the 

government's approach to education. 
 Over the last decade, the Union Government has consistently demonstrated an alarming indifference to the true 

needs of students and educators. 
 This negligence is reflected in three primary areas: the centralisation of power, the commercialisation of 

education, and the communalisation of curricula. 
 

Brazen Centralisation: A Threat to Federalism 

 Increasing Centralisation 

o One of the most concerning aspects of the Union Government’s education policy has been the increasing 
centralisation of decision-making. 

o The Central Advisory Board of Education, which was supposed to ensure collaboration between the Union and 
State governments, has not met since September 2019. 

o Despite implementing a major policy shift through NEP 2020, the government has not engaged in meaningful 
consultation with the states. 

o This disregard for federal principles is particularly problematic because education is a subject under the 
Concurrent List of the Indian Constitution, meaning both the central and state governments have a role in 
shaping education policy. 

 Heavy-Handed Approach 

o Further evidence of this heavy-handed approach is seen in the PM-SHRI scheme, where the Union Government 
has allegedly withheld Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) funds to pressure states into compliance. 

o These funds, crucial for implementing the Right to Education (RTE) Act, are being used as leverage to force 
state governments to align with central policies. 

o The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education has even condemned this coercive tactic, calling for the 
unconditional release of SSA funds. 

 Centralisation of Higher Education 

o The centralisation of higher education governance is equally troubling. 
o The draft University Grants Commission (UGC) guidelines for 2025 effectively strip state governments of their 

authority in appointing vice-chancellors in universities funded and operated by them. 
o This shift in power toward the Union Government, facilitated through Governors who act as 

Chancellors, undermines the autonomy of state universities and threatens the federal structure of governance 
in education. 

 

The Rise of Commercialisation: Education as a Privilege 

 Privatisation of Schools 

o Another major issue plaguing India’s education system is its growing commercialization. 
o NEP 2020, while claiming to promote inclusive education, has in reality accelerated the privatisation of 

schools. 
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o The policy’s emphasis on ‘school complexes’ undermines the foundational principles of the Right to Education 
Act, which guarantees access to nearby primary and upper-primary schools. 

o Instead of strengthening the public school system, the government has closed nearly 90,000 public schools 
since 2014 while allowing a sharp rise in private schools. 

o This shift has disproportionately harmed the poor, forcing them into an expensive and often unregulated 
private education system. 

 Privatisation of Higher Education 

o In higher education, a similar trend is evident with the introduction of the Higher Education Financing Agency 
(HEFA). 

o Replacing traditional block grants from the UGC, HEFA offers loans at market rates, which universities must 
repay using their own revenues, primarily student fees. 

o The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education has reported that universities are increasingly burdened 
with repaying these loans through fee hikes, thereby shifting the financial strain onto students. 

o This policy effectively turns higher education into a privilege accessible only to those who can afford it, 
eroding the principle of affordable public education. 

o Moreover, the rise of financial corruption in educational institutions is closely tied to this commercialisation. 
o Incidents such as bribery scandals in the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) and 

inefficiencies in the National Testing Agency (NTA) highlight the growing mismanagement and political 
interference in education governance. 

 

Communalisation of Education: Rewriting History 

 The third and perhaps most dangerous aspect of the current education policy is the ideological reshaping of 
curricula. 

 The Government has made deliberate efforts to revise textbooks and syllabi to promote a particular historical 
and cultural narrative. 

 The removal of references to Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination, Mughal history, and even the Preamble of the 
Indian Constitution from school textbooks is a clear indication of this trend. 

 Public outrage eventually led to the reinstatement of the Preamble, but the larger pattern of historical revisionism 
remains a cause for concern. 

 In higher education, the appointment of professors based on ideological alignment rather than academic merit 
has become widespread. 

 Even prestigious institutions like the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and Indian Institutes of Management 
(IIMs) have seen leadership positions being filled by individuals with political affiliations rather than scholarly 
expertise. 

 The UGC’s attempts to dilute qualification criteria for academic positions further reflect this effort to prioritise 
ideological conformity over educational excellence. 

 

The Consequences and the Way Forward 

 The combined effects of centralisation, commercialization, and communalization have had devastating 
consequences for students and educators in India. 

 Public education has been systematically weakened, access to quality education has become more unequal, and 
the ideological tilt in curriculum threatens the integrity of academic discourse. 

 To address these issues, it is crucial to restore financial and administrative autonomy to state governments in 
education policy, reinstate robust public funding for schools and universities, and ensure that curriculum changes 
are driven by academic expertise rather than political ideology. 

 Additionally, greater transparency and accountability are needed to curb corruption in education administration. 
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Conclusion 

 Education is not merely a tool for economic advancement but a fundamental pillar of democracy and social 
progress. 

 If India’s education system continues down its current path, it risks deepening inequalities and undermining the 
nation’s intellectual and democratic foundations. 

 The urgent need of the hour is to reclaim education as a public good, ensuring that it remains accessible, 
inclusive, and free from political and commercial manipulation. 

 

2. Why Indian Cities Need Local Solutions, Not One-Size-Fits-All Plans 

 

Why in the News? 

In the forthcoming decades, India is anticipated to boast the most significant urban population globally. 
 

India Needs a Localised Approach to Urban Development: 
 India is going through rapid urbanisation. In the coming decades, it is expected to have the largest urban 

population in the world. 
 However, many of the plans that shape this urban future are designed far away from the realities of local 

communities. 
 While ‘urban development’ is officially a State subject in India’s Constitution, the Central government plays a 

strong role in shaping urban policy through centrally sponsored schemes like the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(PMAY), Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), and AMRUT. 

 These missions have helped in many ways, but their top-down, one-size-fits-all approach often ignores the specific 
needs of different cities. 

 

Central Government’s Approach for Urban India: 
 Since the 1990s, urbanisation in India has been guided by central schemes like the Jawaharlal Nehru National 

Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) and more recently, by five flagship urban missions including Smart Cities. 
 The Centre’s approach focuses heavily on infrastructure and mobility, such as metro rail projects, which alone 

received around 30% of the Union Budget under the current government. 
 While these initiatives have helped some cities, they often leave little room for States or local bodies to adapt 

plans according to local needs. 
 

Problems With the Top-Down Model: 
 Lack of flexibility: Cities are forced to follow centrally set rules and formats that might not suit their conditions. 
 Mismatch of priorities: Some cities already have decent sanitation systems or social housing but still receive funds 

for these sectors instead of their actual needs like mobility or climate resilience. 
 Wasted resources: Money sometimes remains unused or is spent on unnecessary infrastructure just to show 

“utilisation,” as seen in many Smart City projects. 
 In short, this model leads to poor outcomes because it doesn’t let local voices and contexts guide urban 

development. 
 

Urbanisation Differs Across India: 
 India is not urbanising in a uniform way. 

o In Kerala, cities blend into villages so closely that the Chief Minister once called the entire state “a single city.” 

o In Gujarat, cities like Ahmedabad have seen the rich move to the outskirts due to crowding in the core, while 
the poor get pushed further to the margins. 

o Migration patterns also vary, with many workers moving from northern states to southern ones, changing the 
local demographics. 
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 Each city has its own challenges and priorities, which cannot be solved by a standard, centralised solution. 
 

Suggestions: 
 Experts suggest a new approach that gives more power and money directly to States and city governments. 
 Financial devolution: At least 70% of the Union Budget meant for urban development should be sent directly to 

States and cities, either through State Finance Commissions or direct transfers. 
 Locally decided plans: Cities should decide what they need most—be it housing, transport, water, or sanitation—

based on scientific planning and public consultation. 
 Focus on outcomes, not formats: Funds should not come with rigid rules but should allow flexibility for innovative 

local solutions. 
 Avoid conditionalities: Commissions like the 15th Finance Commission have added conditions like increasing 

property taxes to get funds. This approach reduces local control. 
 

Significance of Localised Approach to Urban Development: 
 Urban development should be localised because: 

o National institutions are often too far removed from everyday city issues. 
o City governments are closer to people and can respond faster to problems. 
o Local participation builds public trust and accountability, which is crucial for smooth governance. 

 Unless India rethinks how it funds and manages its cities, urban challenges will grow worse. 
 A centralised approach cannot deal with the rising pressure on infrastructure, housing, jobs, and the environment. 
 

Conclusion: 
India’s cities are diverse, and their problems are complex. Trying to solve them with uniform plans from New Delhi is 
both inefficient and ineffective. 
It’s time to empower local governments, let cities decide their own priorities, and support them with flexible funding. 
This shift in thinking is necessary if India wants to build liveable, inclusive, and sustainable cities for the future. 
  

3. Five Years After Covid-19 - Shifts in India's Migration Landscape 

 

Context: 
 The Covid-19 pandemic caused severe disruptions in migration, halting mobility and exacerbating migrant 

vulnerabilities. 
 Five years later, migration patterns have largely reverted to pre-pandemic trends, but new challenges and 

emerging factors such as climate change and economic transformations continue to shape migration in India. 
 

Reverse Migration During Covid-19: 
 The pandemic triggered an unprecedented urban-to-rural reverse migration. 
 Government estimates suggest a net reverse migration of 44.13 million during the first lockdown and 26.3 

million during the second. 
 Migrants faced wage theft, food insecurity, lack of healthcare and education, discrimination, and brutality. 
 Many families dependent on remittances suffered severe economic strain. 
 

Return to Urban Migration and Rural Economic Challenges: 
 The rural economy was unable to absorb the returning workforce. 
 MGNREGA provided limited relief but could not sustain long-term employment. 
 Factors driving return migration to urban areas: 

o Rural distress and low wages 

o Urban aspirations and economic opportunities 
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o Climate change significantly impacts agriculture and allied activities, contributing to distress and aspirational 
out-migration (as observed in Odisha by FAO and IOM studies). 

 

Urban Migration Trends and Government Initiatives: 
 Urbanization is projected to continue, with 40% of India’s population expected to live in cities by 2026. 
 Government initiatives like Smart Cities Mission (aims to develop 100 cities into modern urban hubs) encourage 

migration for economic growth. 
 

Impact on International Migration: 
 Indian emigrants faced job losses, wage cuts, poor living conditions, and health risks. 
 Despite hardships, remittances remained resilient, sustaining many Indian households. 
 Migration trends post-pandemic: 

o Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries remain key destinations. 
o Europe is attracting more skilled migrants, with Indians being top recipients of the EU Blue Card in 2023. 
o African nations are emerging as migration hubs for employment in IT, manufacturing, and healthcare, though 

challenges persist (e.g., 47 Jharkhand workers stranded in Cameroon). 
o Healthcare workers from India continue to be in high demand globally. 
o Student migration surged post-pandemic: 

 The Kerala Migration Survey 2023 indicates that the number of student emigrants from Kerala 
nearly doubled from 1.29 lakh in 2018 to 2.5 lakh in 2023. 

 The RBI data shows that outward remittances for studies abroad (peaking at $3,171 million in 
2021) reflected a sharp increase in spending on international education. 

 We have also witnessed the student crisis during the Russia-Ukraine war. 
 

Challenges in Migration Governance and Policy Interventions: 
 Data gaps and the need for improved migration governance: 

o 2021 Census delay has hindered accurate assessment of post-pandemic migration trends. 
o Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2020-21 recorded a 28.9% migration rate, a marginal increase from 28.5% 

in NSS 64th Round (2007-08), but does not reflect long-term trends. 
o Lack of a comprehensive Indian emigrant database limits policy effectiveness. 

 Social security and welfare initiatives: 
o e-Shram portal (2021) aims to create a National Database of Unorganised Workers (NDUW) and provide social 

security benefits, including insurance and access to subsidised food grains. 
 However, it faces issues due to lack of awareness and digital access. 

o One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) scheme (2018) helps migrants access PDS benefits, but many still remain 
excluded. 

 

The Kerala Model and Future Policy Directions: 
 Kerala Migration Surveys (every five years since 1998) have significantly improved migration policy formulation. 
 States like Odisha, Goa, Punjab, Gujarat, Jharkhand, and Tamil Nadu have replicated this model. 
 Expanding this approach nationwide would enhance migration governance and aid in better policy responses. 
 

Conclusion: 
 Five years after the Covid-19 crisis, India’s migration landscape is evolving. 
 While urban migration is resuming and international emigration diversifying, new factors like climate change, 

global economic shifts, and policy interventions are influencing movement patterns. 
 Strengthening migration governance through data-driven policy reforms and improved social security 

mechanisms is crucial for ensuring migrant welfare and economic stability. 
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4. India’s Ranking in Global Free Speech Index: Key Insights 

 

Why in the News? 

A new global survey by The Future of Free Speech, an independent U.S.-based think tank, has ranked India 24th out 
of the 33 countries surveyed on the question of support for free speech. 
 

What’s in Today’s Article? 

 Free Speech Index (Basics, India’s Rankings, Global Trend, Key Findings, Challenges, etc.) 
 

India’s Ranking in Free Speech Index: 
 A recent global survey by The Future of Free Speech, a U.S.-based think tank, has ranked India 24th out of 33 

surveyed countries in terms of support for free speech. 
 The report, titled "Who in the World Supports Free Speech?", reveals a concerning decline in the global 

commitments to protect controversial speech, with India being an exception where public perception and actual 
free speech conditions do not align. 

 

Global Trends in Free Speech: 
 The survey, conducted in October 2024, found that: 

o Scandinavian countries dominate the index, with Norway (87.9) and Denmark (87.0) securing the top positions. 
o Indonesia (56.8), Malaysia (55.4), and Pakistan (57.0) showed the biggest improvements despite being lower 

in the rankings. 
o Hungary (85.5) and Venezuela (81.8), despite being authoritarian-leaning, ranked high due to public perception 

of free speech. 
 India, with a score of 62.6, was placed between South Africa (66.9) and Lebanon (61.8). 
 

Key Findings About Free Speech in India: 
 Public Support for Free Expression vs. Reality 

o The majority of Indians believe in free speech without government censorship. 
o However, support for criticizing government policies is lower than the global average. 

 Strong Support for Government Restrictions on Criticism 

o 37% of Indian respondents agreed that the government should prevent people from criticizing its policies—the 
highest among all surveyed countries. 

o Comparatively, this sentiment was supported by: 5% in the U.K and 3% in Denmark. 
o This suggests that a significant section of Indians favours restrictions on political speech, reflecting growing 

support for government control over public discourse. 
 Discrepancy Between Public Perception and International Assessment 

o Indians and South Africans felt their ability to speak freely had improved. 
o However, global rankings indicate a decline in free speech protection in India, highlighting a disconnect between 

perception and actual conditions. 
 India’s Position in Democratic Backsliding 

o The report identifies India as a country experiencing "democratic backsliding", similar to Hungary and 
Venezuela. 

o While free speech laws exist in principle, their enforcement is weak, and restrictions on dissent are increasing. 
 

Challenges to Free Speech in India: 
 Legal and Political Restrictions 

o India’s sedition law (Section 124A of the IPC) had been used to suppress political dissent. 
 Section 124A of the IPC, has been removed from the BNS.  
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 However, the BNS retains the essence of Section 124A in Section 152, which penalizes actions that incite 
secession, armed rebellion, or subversive activities, encourage separatist activities, or endanger the 
sovereignty or unity of India.  

o Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) has been criticized for targeting journalists, activists, and opposition 
voices. 

o IT Rules 2021 give the government broad powers to regulate social media and digital content, leading to 
censorship concerns. 

 Rise in Self-Censorship 

o Fear of legal repercussions and online harassment discourages open expression. 
o Media houses and journalists often face political and economic pressures, leading to biased reporting or 

avoidance of critical issues. 
 Selective Tolerance for Free Speech 

o While free speech is widely supported in principle, it is often opposed when it contradicts political beliefs or 
religious sentiments. 

o The arrests of activists, journalists, and stand-up comedians highlight inconsistent application of free speech 
rights. 

 

Way Forward: 
 Reaffirming Legal Protections 

o Repealing or amending outdated laws and UAPA provisions that suppress dissent. 
o Strengthening judicial oversight to prevent misuse of laws against activists and journalists. 

 Promoting a Culture of Open Debate 

o Educational institutions and media should encourage free discussion on diverse perspectives. 
o Political parties should commit to respecting free speech rights across ideological lines. 

 Enhancing Digital and Media Freedom 

o Strengthening laws that protect journalists from government pressure and corporate influence. 
o Ensuring that social media regulations do not lead to arbitrary censorship. 

 Aligning Public Perception with Reality 

o Raising awareness about constitutional free speech protections. 
o Encouraging fact-based discussions on government policies and political discourse. 

 

5. The Dystopian Side of Insta-Commerce 

 

Context 
 Labour exploitation has been a persistent issue in capitalist economies, particularly in urban settings where daily 

wage workers gather in large numbers at labour markets, seeking employment for the day. 
 With the rise of digital platforms and the gig economy, this exploitation has been restructured and intensified 

through technology. 
 Now it becomes crucial to critically examine both traditional labour markets and modern gig platforms, 

highlighting the mechanisms of exploitation and the lack of labour rights. 
 

The Traditional Labour Market and the Role of Middlemen 

 The traditional labour market, as seen in urban centres, operates as a form of daily or piece-rate 
employment where workers congregate at labour chowks or mazdoor mandis, waiting for employment. 

 In this setup, thekedars (middlemen) play a crucial role in facilitating the hiring process. 
 However, their role is primarily exploitative, as they negotiate the lowest possible wages for workers while 

maximising profits for employers. 
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 This system places workers in a position of vulnerability, as they are forced to accept whatever terms are offered 
due to a lack of alternative employment options. 

 The imbalance of power in such labour markets makes it difficult for workers to negotiate fair wages or working 
conditions. 

 

A Detailed Analysis of The Digitalisation of Labour Exploitation: The Gig Economy 

 The Shift from Physical to Virtual Labour Markets 

o The gig economy, driven by digital platforms, has transformed the way work is structured and managed. 
o While these platforms present themselves as providers of flexibility and opportunity, they function primarily 

as intermediaries that maximise profits by exploiting workers. 
o This digitalisation of labour has not eliminated exploitation but has instead restructured it in a way that makes 

it more difficult to detect and regulate. 
o Just as traditional labour markets rely on thekedars (middlemen) to negotiate the lowest wages for 

workers, gig platforms use algorithms to perform the same function, but on a much larger and more efficient 
scale. 

 Algorithmic Control and the Illusion of Autonomy 

o Gig workers, such as drivers, delivery personnel, and domestic workers, appear to have control over their 
schedules and earnings. 

o However, this so-called flexibility is highly misleading. The platforms’ algorithms dictate almost every aspect 
of their work, including: 

o Work Availability 

 The platform decides when and how many jobs are offered to a worker based on opaque performance 
metrics. 

 Workers who reject too many tasks may find themselves de-prioritised by the algorithm. 
o Wage Determination 

 Workers are not paid fixed wages but rather earn money per task. 
 The platform dynamically adjusts prices based on demand, often driving wages down when there is an 

oversupply of workers. 
o Workload Distribution 

 Unlike traditional jobs where employees can negotiate hours and contracts, gig workers are constantly on 
standby, checking their phones for job opportunities. 

 This uncertainty forces them to accept whatever is available, leading to excessive work hours with no job 
security. 

 Wage Suppression and the Downward Bidding System 

o Gig platforms replicate the traditional labour chowk system, where workers bid for jobs in a race to the 
bottom. 

o In the digital space, this process is automated, making it even more ruthless. 
o Instead of an employer selecting the cheapest worker manually, algorithms match workers with tasks based 

on pricing models that prioritise lower wages. 
o Workers are forced to accept whatever is offered, as refusing too many jobs may lead to reduced work 

opportunities in the future. 
 Absence of Social Security and Worker Protections 

o In traditional employment models, workers receive benefits such as health insurance, paid leave, and pension 
contributions. 

o Gig workers, however, are classified as independent contractors, meaning that platforms do not provide any 
form of social security. 

o This classification allows companies to avoid responsibilities such as: 
 Minimum wage guarantees 

 Medical benefits 
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 Compensation for accidents or work-related injuries 

 Protection against sudden job termination 

o Since gig workers are not formally employed, they have no legal recourse in case of exploitation, unfair 
dismissal, or wage theft. 

o The absence of employer accountability creates a system where workers bear all the risks while platforms 
reap the profits. 

 

The Legislative Struggle for Gig Workers’ Rights and Hypocrisy and the PR Game of Gig Economy Platforms 

 The Legislative Struggle for Gig Workers’ Rights 

o Recognising the plight of gig workers, labour movements in India have pushed for legal 
protections, particularly in states like Rajasthan and Karnataka. 

o Proposed legislation sought to provide gig workers with social security, access to real-time work data, and 
mechanisms for grievance redressal. 

o However, these efforts have been systematically blocked by powerful corporate interests. 
o Industry associations like NASSCOM and CII have lobbied against recognising gig workers as employees, 

thereby denying them fundamental labour rights. 
o The influence of these corporations on government policy demonstrates the prioritisation of business 

interests over worker welfare. 
 Hypocrisy and the PR Game of Gig Economy Platforms 

o One of the most striking aspects of the gig economy’s labour exploitation is the duplicity of platform founders 
and executives. 

o While publicly portraying themselves as champions of worker empowerment, they simultaneously oppose 
any legislative measures that would grant workers’ rights and protections. 

o For instance, services such as "Insta Maids," which offer domestic help at extremely low wages at Rs 49 for 
an hour, exemplify this contradiction. 

o The marketing rhetoric presents these jobs as pathways to financial security and dignity, while in reality, they 
reinforce systemic exploitation. 

o Some of workers’ slogans point to the poignancy of the situation “rating nahi, haq chaahiye (we don’t want 
ratings, we want rights)!” and “insaan hai hum, ghulaam nahi (we are human beings, not slaves)!” 

o The refusal to acknowledge gig workers as employees and grant them legal protections reveals the corporate 
hypocrisy behind these platforms. 

 

Conclusion 

 The gig economy has not introduced a new form of employment but has rather intensified and digitalised existing 
structures of exploitation. 

 By removing direct accountability and fragmenting the workforce, digital platforms have made it even more 
difficult for workers to fight for their rights. 

 Legislative interventions are necessary to ensure that gig workers receive fair wages, job security, and social 
protections. 

 Until strong labour laws are enforced and corporate resistance is countered, the gig economy will continue to 
function as a modern-day system of digital slavery. 

  

6. A Land Where Ambition Grows Minus an Outbound Ticket 
 

Context 
 Migration has always been a defining element of human civilization. It shapes societies, economies, and cultural 

landscapes across the globe. 
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 The recent controversy surrounding the deportation of Indian migrants from the United States sheds light on 
a complex and painful reality. 

 While India celebrates its global achievers, a large portion of its population continues to seek opportunities 
elsewhere, legally or otherwise. 

 Now it becomes crucial to explore the paradox of Indian migration, the factors driving it, the challenges faced 
by migrants, and the need for a national introspection on creating a future where migration is a choice rather than 
a necessity. 

 

The Indian Diaspora: Success and Struggles 

 India has the highest number of emigrants in the world. 
 Many Indians have thrived abroad, with leaders such as Sundar Pichai (CEO of Google) and Satya Nadella (CEO of 

Microsoft) showcasing India’s intellectual prowess. 
 These individuals symbolise a success story that India proudly claims. However, the Indian migration story is not 

uniform. 
 At the other end of the spectrum are thousands of undocumented migrants, many of whom embark on perilous 

journeys to the United States, often via illegal routes through Canada or Mexico. 
 Unlike the tech entrepreneurs and skilled professionals, these migrants are not fleeing war or persecution but are 

seeking economic security and stability that they believe their home country cannot provide. 
 Their plight raises a critical question: why do so many Indians, despite belonging to a fast-growing economy, feel 

the need to risk everything for an uncertain future abroad? 

 

The Paradox of India’s Economic Growth and Migration 

 A painful contradiction lies at the heart of India’s migration crisis. India boasts impressive economic growth, 
yet rising youth unemployment and economic disparity drive people away. 

 While urban centres showcase world-class infrastructure, many citizens still struggle for dignified work. 
 States like Gujarat and Punjab, considered economically prosperous, have high rates of illegal migration. 
 The desperation of even well-off families, such as the Gujarati family that tragically froze to death at the Canada-

U.S. border, suggests that the problem is not just economic but also one of aspiration and social mobility. 
 This contradiction raises an uncomfortable question: if India is truly progressing, why do so many of its people 

feel compelled to leave? 

 

Factors Driving the Migration 

 Booming Economy, Shrinking Opportunities 

o At first glance, India’s economy appears to be thriving. 
o The country boasts a GDP growth rate that outpaces many developed nations, an increasing middle class, and 

a rapidly expanding digital economy. 
o It is home to some of the world’s most valuable startups, a powerful IT sector, and an increasing presence in 

global manufacturing. 
o Yet, beneath these statistics lies a harsh reality: economic growth has not translated into widespread, inclusive 

opportunities. 
o One of the primary drivers of migration is 

o Despite India’s strong economic indicators, job creation has not kept pace with the millions of young Indians 
entering the workforce each year. 

 The Middle-Class Exodus: Why Even the Affluent Are Leaving 

o Traditionally, migration was driven by economic necessity, with poorer individuals seeking low-skilled jobs 
abroad to support their families. 

o However, in recent years, a surprising trend has emerged, upper-middle-class families and even wealthy 
individuals are choosing to migrate. 
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o States like Gujarat and Punjab, which are often cited as economic success stories, see thousands of people 
leaving every year. 

o Many middle-class families leave not just for better wages but for improved healthcare, education, and social 
security. 

o Many parents see foreign education as a gateway to better job prospects and a superior quality of life for their 
children. 

o While India’s startup culture is thriving, the bureaucratic hurdles, inconsistent regulations, and corruption 
make it difficult for businesses to scale efficiently. 

 Failure of Inclusive Growth 

o India’s migration paradox is ultimately a failure of inclusive growth. 
o While the country celebrates its economic progress, wealth and opportunities remain concentrated in specific 

industries and among certain sections of society. 
o The rapid urbanisation of India has led to development in metropolitan cities, but rural and semi-urban areas 

continue to lag in terms of employment generation and infrastructure. 
o Additionally, sectors like agriculture, which still employ a large portion of India’s workforce, face declining 

productivity and profitability. 
o Many farmers’ children see no future in agriculture and look toward migration as a means of escaping 

economic hardship. 
o The drug crisis in Punjab, for instance, is partly linked to youth disillusionment due to diminishing 

opportunities in farming. 
 

The Illusion of the American Dream 

 The United States, long seen as the land of opportunity, has increasingly become a difficult place for migrants, 
especially undocumented ones. 

 Many Indians who reach the U.S. illegally find themselves trapped in low-paying jobs, constantly living in fear of 
deportation. 

 The American Dream, once considered a golden ticket, often turns into an endless struggle for survival in a society 
that does not always welcome outsiders. 

 The recent deportations highlight the harsh reality of illegal migration. 
 While the U.S. has the legal right to deport undocumented individuals, the manner in which it is done, shackling 

and handcuffing migrants, raises questions about human dignity. 
 Other countries, like Colombia and Mexico, have condemned such treatment of their citizens, recognising that 

deportation is an administrative process, not a criminal punishment. 
 India, too, must take a firm stand against the mistreatment of its people, ensuring that its citizens are treated 

with dignity and respect. 
 

The Way Forward: The Need for Change; Creating Opportunities at Home 

 Job Creation and Economic Reforms 

o India must focus on policies that create meaningful employment, particularly for the youth. 
o While the economy grows, job opportunities have not kept pace with the rising population. 
o Investments in industries such as manufacturing, technology, and services can help absorb the workforce. 

 Improving Education and Skill Development 

o Many Indian migrants take low-wage jobs abroad despite having higher education qualifications. 
o There is a need to align India’s education system with industry demands and provide vocational training that 

equips young people with skills relevant to today’s job market. 
 Strengthening Infrastructure and Entrepreneurship 

o If India wants to retain its talent, it must make entrepreneurship and innovation easier. Many Indians who 
succeed abroad do so because they find better ecosystems for growth. 
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o Encouraging startups, reducing bureaucratic hurdles, and providing financial support can create an 
environment where young Indians can thrive at home. 

 

Conclusion 

 The true measure of India’s progress should not be its economic growth alone but its ability to retain its talent 
and provide opportunities for all its citizens. 

 Migration should be an option, not a compulsion driven by desperation. 
 India must transform from being a country that exports talent to one that attracts and nurtures it. 
 A rising India must be a place where ambition is fulfilled without the need for an outbound ticket, where success 

stories are written not just in Silicon Valley but in Indian cities and villages alike. 
 

7. The Challenges of Public Health Education in India 

 

Context 
 Public health plays a critical role in shaping national healthcare systems, and the increasing demand for 

professionals in this field has led to the rapid expansion of public health education in India. 
 However, a widening gap between training and employment, coupled with the absence of a standardised 

regulatory framework, has created challenges for aspiring public health professionals. 
 Therefore, it is crucial to explore the evolution of public health training in India, the hurdles faced by graduates, 

and potential approaches to address these concerns. 
 

Evolution of Public Health Training and Employment in India 

 Colonial Legacy and Early Public Health Education 

o The roots of public health education in India can be traced back to the British colonial period when health 
interventions primarily focused on controlling infectious diseases and improving sanitation. 

o Public health training was embedded within medical education, with an emphasis on hygiene, epidemiology, 
and disease prevention. 

o However, it remained a peripheral subject rather than a distinct discipline. 
o A major milestone in the formalisation of public health education was the establishment of the All-India 

Institute of Hygiene and Public Health (AIIHPH) in Kolkata in 1932. 
o This institution became a pioneering centre for training professionals in hygiene, sanitation, and disease 

control. 
o Despite this effort, public health remained largely confined to medical colleges, where it was incorporated into 

preventive and social medicine (PSM), later known as community medicine. 
 Post-Independence Developments and Expansion of Public Health Education 

o After India’s independence in 1947, the country faced significant public health challenges, 
including malnutrition, infectious diseases, and inadequate healthcare access. 

o Recognising the need for a strong public health workforce, the government introduced several initiatives to 
expand healthcare services. 

o However, public health training remained restricted to medical graduates, limiting the supply of specialists in 
the field. 

o During the 1970s and 1980s, there was a gradual shift towards broadening public health training beyond 
medical colleges. 

o New institutions such as the National Institute of Health and Family Welfare (NIHFW) in Delhi were established 
to provide advanced training in public health and family welfare. 

o Despite these developments, the field continued to be dominated by community medicine specialists, and there 
was little focus on interdisciplinary public health education. 

 The Rise of MPH Programs and Institutional Growth (2000-Present) 
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o A significant turning point in public health education in India occurred in the early 2000s, with the introduction 
of Master of Public Health (MPH) programs. 

o Unlike traditional community medicine courses, MPH programs were open to graduates from diverse academic 
backgrounds, including social sciences, nursing, and allied health sciences. 

o This shift allowed for a more interdisciplinary approach to public health, incorporating expertise from 
epidemiology, health policy, and health management. 

o In 2000, there was only one institution offering an MPH program in India, but by 2024, the number has grown 
to over 100 institutions. 

 

Challenges Faced by Public Health Graduates 

 Disparity between Graduates and Jobs 

o The demand for entry-level positions such as research or program assistants far exceeds supply, leading to 
fierce competition and low success rates. 

o The issue is compounded by a shrinking number of public health roles within the government, as efforts to 
establish dedicated public health management cadres in different states have encountered bureaucratic 
roadblocks. 

 Growing Demand of Private Sector in Healthcare 

o Another significant factor limiting employment opportunities is the growing dominance of the private sector 
in healthcare. 

o Unlike government agencies, private hospitals and health institutions often prioritise hospital administration 
and business management over public health expertise. 

o Research and development organisations remain a major employer for public health professionals, but 
these rely heavily on foreign grants. 

o As India is no longer a priority country for international funding, these opportunities are also dwindling. 
 The Quality of Health Education 

o Beyond employment challenges, the quality of public health education itself is a matter of concern. 
o The rapid increase in MPH programs has led to a competitive market where institutions sometimes 

compromise on admission standards. 
o Many students enrol without a clear understanding of the field, while faculty members often lack adequate 

training and real-world experience. 
 Absence of a Standardised Curriculum 

o The absence of a standardised curriculum across institutions results in inconsistent quality among graduates. 
o Unlike medical degrees, which fall under the regulatory purview of the National Medical Commission (NMC) or 

the University Grants Commission (UGC), MPH programs remain unregulated, raising concerns about their 
credibility and effectiveness. 

 Geographical Barriers 

o Many large and populous states such as Bihar, Jharkhand, and Assam, along with several smaller states, have 
limited or no institutions offering public health courses. 

o This not only restricts access to education for aspiring professionals in these regions but also weakens the 
overall public health infrastructure. 

 

Approaches to Strengthening Public Health Education and Employment 

 Creation of More Public Health Jobs 

o The first and most urgent priority is the creation of more public health jobs within government systems. 
o In developed nations with well-established public health education frameworks, governments serve as the 

primary employers of public health professionals. 
o India should follow a similar model by establishing dedicated public health cadres within state governments. 
o This would not only enhance employment prospects for graduates but also strengthen public health 

systems at multiple levels, from primary care to national health policy implementation. 
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 Regulation and Standardisation of Public Health Education 

o A specialised regulatory body should be established within the NMC or UGC to oversee MPH programs. 
o This agency, led by public health experts, would be responsible for setting curriculum standards, establishing 

minimum training requirements, and ensuring that graduates receive adequate practical exposure. 
o Given the dynamic nature of public health, institutions should still retain flexibility for innovation while 

maintaining a baseline of quality and competence. 
 Incorporation of More Practical Learning Opportunities 

o To bridge the gap between education and employment, public health training programs must incorporate 
more practical learning opportunities. 

o Institutions should establish stronger ties with government agencies, research organisations, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) to provide students with hands-on experience. 

o This integration will help graduates develop real-world skills that make them more competitive in the job 
market. 

 Expansion of Public Health Education 

o Efforts should be made to expand public health education in states where access remains limited. 
o Encouraging the establishment of new institutions or introducing public health courses within existing 

universities can help distribute opportunities more evenly across the country. 
o Additionally, incentivising students to work in underserved regions by offering scholarships or guaranteed 

placements in government programs could help address regional disparities in public health infrastructure. 
 

Conclusion 

 The field of public health is critical for the well-being of any nation, yet India’s rapidly growing pool of public 
health graduates faces significant employment and educational challenges. 

 The expansion of public health education, while a positive development, has not been matched by job creation, 
leading to an oversaturated market. 

 Strengthening the public health workforce is essential not only for improving employment prospects but also for 
ensuring a robust and resilient healthcare system for the future. 

 

8. The Gender Budget, Bigger Allocations, Little Impact 
 

Context 
 The Union Budget 2025-26 has been widely acknowledged for its increased allocation towards women-centric 

schemes, with the gender budget rising to ₹4.49 lakh crore, a significant 37.25% increase from the previous fiscal 
year. 

 However, despite the substantial rise in allocations, the benefits have not been equally distributed, particularly 
among marginalized women from Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) communities. 

 Therefore, there is the need to critically evaluate the gender budget’s effectiveness, highlighting its key 
shortcomings, structural barriers, and potential solutions to improve its impact. 

 

Primary Concern Surrounding the Gender Budget: Rising Allocations, Limited Outcomes 

 Over the years, the gender budget has grown consistently, reflecting the government’s intent to bridge gender 
disparities. 

 However, economic benefits have not reached women in proportion to these allocations, especially among 
marginalised groups. 

 The government has introduced targeted schemes such as the PM Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM 
JANMAN) and the Dharti Aba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan, yet their actual impact remains limited. 

 These schemes have struggled to address the deep-rooted socio-economic disadvantages faced by SC/ST women. 
 One major issue is the lack of an intersectional approach in gender budgeting. 
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 Despite India having a gender budget for two decades, it has failed to incorporate learnings from previous 
budgets or consider factors such as caste, class, and tribal identity. 

 Without addressing these intersections, welfare programs remain ineffective in transforming the lives of 
marginalized women. 

 

Structural Barriers and Implementation Challenges 

 Digital Exclusion 

o Several structural barriers hinder the effective implementation of gender-focused schemes. One such challenge 
is digital exclusion. 

o While digitisation aims to eliminate intermediaries, many women, particularly in rural and tribal areas, lack 
digital literacy, preventing them from accessing welfare benefits independently. 

o Without investment in digital literacy programs, the government's push for digitized welfare delivery may 
inadvertently create new barriers rather than eliminating old ones. 

 Outdated Census Data 

o Another significant challenge is the outdated Census data. 
o The last Census in India was conducted in 2011, meaning current policy decisions are based on data that is 

over a decade old. 
o This gap in updated statistics weakens accountability mechanisms and makes it difficult to assess whether 

funds are reaching those who need them most. 
o For instance, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs saw a 45.79% budget increase, yet there is no gender-disaggregated 

data available to evaluate how these funds benefit SC/ST women specifically. 
 Bureaucratic Inefficiencies 

o Bureaucratic inefficiencies further limit the effectiveness of gender-focused allocations. 
o The ‘Dalit Adivasi Budget Analysis 2023-24’ report found that over 35% of funds allocated under the SC and ST 

Sub-Plans remain underutilised due to complex procedures, lack of community involvement, and poor 
outreach. 

o Many women struggle to navigate financial and bureaucratic jargon, making it harder for them to benefit from 
government initiatives. 

 

Key Areas for Reform 

 Adopting an Intersectional Approach 

o Gender budgets must be designed with an understanding of how caste, class, and tribal identities 
influence access to resources. 

o A comprehensive audit should be conducted at both central and state levels to ensure budget allocations 
address these factors effectively. 

 Strengthening Local Governance and Panchayati Raj Institutions 

o Panchayati Raj institutions play a crucial role in delivering services at the grassroots level, yet they often lack 
autonomy and resources. 

o Strengthening these institutions, providing adequate funding, and preventing the dominance of ‘sarpanch 
husbands’ (male relatives of elected female leaders who control decision-making) are necessary steps for 
ensuring that schemes benefit women directly. 

 Community-Led Participatory Planning 

o Involving women, particularly those from SC/ST backgrounds, in the planning and monitoring of welfare 
schemes can improve their effectiveness. 

o The Kudumbashree model from Kerala demonstrates how community-led initiatives can enhance outreach 
and implementation. Similar models should be adopted nationwide. 

 Improving Data Collection and Transparency 

o The government must ensure regular updates to gender-disaggregated data to track the actual impact of 
policies. 
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o Establishing a gender budget tracking portal could enhance public accountability and provide real-time insights 
into fund utilisation. 

 Investing in Digital Literacy 

o Given the government's reliance on digitisation, investment in digital literacy programs is crucial to enable 
women, particularly in rural and marginalized communities, to access welfare benefits independently.  

 

Conclusion 

 While the increased allocation in the Union Budget 2025-26 signals a step in the right direction, real progress 
depends on effective implementation. 

 Addressing structural barriers such as digital exclusion, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and outdated data is crucial. 
 More importantly, policies must move beyond token allocations to ensure that marginalized women, particularly 

those from SC/ST communities, receive tangible benefits. 
 By adopting an intersectional approach, strengthening local governance, and improving accountability 

mechanisms, the gender budget can become a transformative tool for women's empowerment rather than a 
symbolic gesture. 

 

9. The Empowerment of India’s Women with Bold Policies 

 

Context 
 International Women’s Day on March 8 serves as a timely reminder of the progress made toward gender 

equality and the work that remains. 
 India has made notable strides in empowering women, with government policies playing a crucial role in 

improving access to sanitation, clean water, financial inclusion, and entrepreneurship. 
 These initiatives have not only enhanced women’s daily lives but have also reshaped their roles in governance, 

the workforce, and community leadership. 
 

Government Initiatives in Women’s Empowerment 

Sanitation and Clean Water: A Foundation for Dignity and Economic Participation 

o Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission) 
 This program particularly benefited women in rural areas, where open defecation posed safety and health 

risks. 
 By constructing over 116 million household toilets, the initiative has provided women with a sense of security, 

privacy, and dignity. 
 Community-driven efforts, such as those led by the Maa Tarini Self-Help Group (SHG) in Rourkela, further 

highlight the mission’s impact. 
 These grassroots initiatives demonstrate how sanitation efforts can be both socially transformative and 

economically beneficial. 
o Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 

 Before its implementation, only 17% of rural households had tap water connections, forcing women to spend 
hours fetching water. 

 Today, over 150 million households have access to safe drinking water, significantly reducing women’s time 
burden and enabling greater participation in education, work, and economic activities. 

 The availability of water has had a direct impact on female labour force participation. 
 Studies indicate a 7.4% increase in women’s engagement in agriculture and allied sectors, particularly in states 

like Bihar and Jharkhand, where female workforce participation was historically low. 
 Between 2017 and 2023, rural female workforce participation rose from 24.6% to 41.5%, demonstrating how 

infrastructural development can drive social change and economic independence. 
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Government Initiatives Directed Towards Financial Inclusion of Women 

 Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) 
o Launched in 2014, PMJDY has been instrumental in bringing women into the formal banking system. 
o More than 300 million bank accounts have been opened for women under this initiative, allowing them to 

save money, access credit, and engage in financial transactions independently. 
o The scheme has also introduced direct benefit transfers (DBT), ensuring that government subsidies reach 

women directly, reducing dependency on intermediaries. 
 Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) 

o This scheme provides collateral-free loans to small and micro enterprises, particularly benefiting women 
entrepreneurs. 

o Out of the total ₹32.36 lakh crore sanctioned under Mudra Yojana, 68% of the loans have been given to 
women. 

o The scheme has supported businesses ranging from handicrafts and textiles to food processing and 
retail, allowing women to transition from informal labour to entrepreneurship. 

 Stand-Up India Scheme 

o Aimed at promoting entrepreneurship among women and marginalised communities, this scheme provides 
loans ranging from ₹10 lakh to ₹1 crore. 

o So far, over ₹53,609 crore has been sanctioned to 236,000 entrepreneurs, helping women establish and 
expand their businesses. 

o By offering financial literacy programs alongside credit access, the scheme ensures that women are equipped 
with the necessary skills to manage and grow their enterprises. 

 

Digital Connectivity and the Rise of Women Entrepreneurs 

 BharatNet and PM-WANI Initiatives 

o BharatNet and the Prime Minister Wi-Fi Access Network Interface (PM-WANI) have expanded high-speed 
internet access to 199,000 villages and 214,000 gram panchayats. 

o The establishment of over 247,000 Wi-Fi hotspots has enabled women in rural areas to access online banking, 
digital payment systems, and e-commerce platforms. 

 UPI and Digital Payments 

o The rise of the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has made financial transactions more accessible to women 
entrepreneurs. 

o Women-led businesses, particularly in rural areas, are now able to receive payments seamlessly, reducing 
their reliance on cash transactions and improving financial transparency. 

 E-commerce and Market Access 

o Digital platforms have provided women entrepreneurs with a gateway to larger markets beyond their local 
communities. 

o The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has been instrumental in integrating women-led businesses into the 
national procurement system. 

o Over 100,000 women-led micro and small enterprises (MSEs) are now active on the GeM portal, securing 
contracts worth ₹46,615 crore. 

 

Case Study: Women Entrepreneurs Leveraging Technology 

 A compelling example of digital empowerment is Reena Kirar, an entrepreneur from Madhya Pradesh. 
 She leads the Girja Devi Jan Kalyan Samiti, a self-help group producing textiles, food products, and household 

goods. 
 By leveraging the GeM portal, Reena expanded her business beyond her local village, reaching customers across 

the country. 
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Women’s Representation in Governance 

 Political empowerment is another critical area where India has made significant progress. 
 The government’s recent implementation of a 33% reservation for women in legislative bodies marks a 

transformative shift in governance. 
 Women are no longer passive participants but key decision-makers shaping national policies. 
 At the grassroots level, women constitute approximately 46% of elected representatives in Panchayati Raj 

Institutions (PRIs), with over 1.4 million women actively engaged in rural governance. 
 Their leadership has led to more community-centred policies, improving healthcare, education, and public safety. 
 These developments highlight a broader truth: when women lead, societies thrive. 
 

Remaining Challenges and the Way Forward 

 Limited Access to Credit 

o While government schemes have improved credit access, many women still struggle to secure large-scale 
funding due to a lack of collateral and financial history. 

o Expanding microfinance institutions (MFIs) and encouraging venture capital investment in women-led 
businesses could help bridge this gap. 

 Societal and Cultural Barriers 

o Traditional gender norms in some parts of India still discourage women from pursuing entrepreneurship. 
o Awareness campaigns and mentorship programs led by successful female entrepreneurs can help change 

perceptions and inspire more women to start businesses. 
 Need for Digital Literacy 

o While digital penetration has improved, a significant digital literacy gap still exists, particularly among rural 
women. 

o Government and private sector initiatives must focus on providing digital training to women, ensuring they 
can fully leverage online banking, e-commerce, and digital marketing tools.  

 

Conclusion 

 India’s strides in women’s empowerment through sanitation, financial inclusion, entrepreneurship, and 
governance are shaping a more inclusive and equitable society. 

 The government’s targeted policies have not only improved women’s quality of life but have also unlocked 
economic and leadership opportunities. 

 While progress is evident, sustaining this momentum requires continuous policy focus, investment in education, 
and the dismantling of socio-economic barriers. 

 

10. Inclusion in Public Spaces; From Fear to Freedom 

 

Context 
 India has long grappled with deep-rooted gender inequalities, and one of the most pressing concerns is the 

accessibility and safety of public spaces for women. 
 The country ranks 128 out of 177 on the Women, Peace, and Security Index 2023, highlighting the urgent need 

for systemic change. 
 While violence against women is often discussed in terms of domestic abuse and workplace harassment, one 

crucial yet overlooked aspect is how public spaces are designed, regulated, and experienced by women. 
 

Gendered Spatial Control and Women’s Mobility 

 Public spaces are not just areas of movement; they are critical zones where socio-economic and political life 
unfolds. 
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 However, these spaces remain largely male-dominated, reinforcing gendered spatial control that limits women’s 
mobility. 

 Studies show that women’s access to public spaces is often dictated by necessity rather than choice. 
 According to the National Family Health Survey-4 (2015-16), only 54% of Indian women could visit markets 

alone, while 50% could access healthcare facilities independently. 
 Additionally, the Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) for women in 2023-24 stood at 35.6%, indicating that 

more than half of India’s female population remains outside the workforce. 
 For working women, public spaces are primarily transitional, areas they pass through between home and work. 
 Unlike men, who can freely loiter, socialise, or relax in public spaces, women’s presence is often restricted to 

function-driven activities. 
 This limitation is not just a matter of convenience but a form of social exclusion that reinforces patriarchal norms. 
 The idea that women must always have a purpose when outside their homes discourages them from fully 

engaging in public life. 
 

A Detailed Analysis of the Issue of Safety and Women’s Restricted Access 

 The Fear of Violence and Its Impact on Women’s Mobility 

o Public spaces are often considered unsafe for women due to the high prevalence of gender-based violence, 
including catcalling, stalking, groping, and more severe forms of assault. 

o This constant threat creates a culture of fear, leading women to develop defensive strategies when navigating 
public areas. 

o Many adopt behavioural modifications, such as: 
 Avoiding isolated areas, poorly lit streets, and public transportation at late hours. 
 Choosing specific routes that are deemed safer, even if they are longer or less convenient. 
 Walking briskly, avoiding eye contact, or regulating body language to minimize attention. 
 Dressing conservatively or modifying their appearance to avoid unwanted harassment. 

o These adaptations highlight how deeply ingrained the fear of violence is in women’s everyday lives. 
o Unlike men, who generally move freely in public spaces, women are conditioned to remain alert, cautious, and 

hyper-aware of their surroundings. 
 The Role of Public Spaces in Gendered Violence 

o While violence against women is commonly associated with private spheres such as homes or 
workplaces, public spaces also play a significant role in perpetuating gender-based violence. 

o Open spaces, such as streets, parks, and bus stations, expose women to threats from multiple strangers rather 
than a single perpetrator, increasing their vulnerability. 

o Moreover, public transportation, a necessity for many working women and students, is a hotspot for 
harassment. 

o Cases of groping, inappropriate touching, and verbal abuse are widespread, making many women reluctant to 
use buses, trains, or other forms of shared transit. 

o The lack of adequate security measures, poorly lit stations, and inadequate seating arrangements further 
contribute to their insecurity. 

 Social Perceptions and Victim-Blaming 

o One of the most significant barriers to addressing gendered violence in public spaces is the pervasive culture 
of victim-blaming. 

o Women who experience harassment or assault are often questioned about their actions, attire, or location at 
the time of the incident. Common responses include: 
 Why was she out so late at night? 

 What was she wearing? 

 She should have been more careful. 
o This shift in focus, from the perpetrator’s actions to the victim’s choices, not only discourages women from 

reporting crimes but also reinforces restrictive norms that confine them to private spaces. 

Educrat IAS Academy, 2nd floor, North Block, Park Plaza Building, 71, Park Street, Kolkata- 700016 21



 

 

o The burden of safety is placed entirely on women, absolving men of responsibility and allowing gender-based 
violence to persist with minimal consequences. 

 

The Consequences of Restricted Access 

 Limited Economic Participation: Women are less likely to take up jobs that require late-night shifts, travel, or 
movement through unsafe areas, restricting their career options and financial independence. 

 Reduced Social Engagement: Women’s participation in recreational activities, social events, and community 
gatherings is often limited, leading to social isolation. 

 Psychological Impact: Constant vigilance and fear of harassment contribute to stress, anxiety, and a diminished 
sense of freedom and autonomy. 

 

The Way Forward: A Need for Change at Both Societal and Policy Level 
 Urban Design Improvements: Well-lit streets, accessible public toilets, and open recreational areas with visible 

security measures can create safer environments. 
 Stronger Legal Frameworks: Faster legal proceedings, higher conviction rates for offenders, and stricter penalties 

for crimes against women can serve as deterrents. 
 Public Awareness Campaigns: Educating men and society as a whole about gender-based violence, consent, and 

respect for women in public spaces is essential. 
 Encouraging Women’s Presence: Women must be encouraged to reclaim public spaces, engage in leisure activities, 

and break the cycle of fear and restriction. 
 

Conclusion 

 While centuries of patriarchal control cannot be dismantled overnight, meaningful change begins with small but 
consistent efforts. 

 The fight for women’s right to public spaces is not just about safety but about equity and autonomy. 
 Public spaces should be inclusive environments where women can move freely, without restriction or fear. 
 By reshaping both the built environment and societal attitudes, India can work towards a future where women 

are no longer just passing through public spaces but actively reclaiming and owning them. 
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General Studies II 
 

1. An IJS is an Idea Whose Time has Come 

 

Context 
 The recent fire brigade incident in Delhi, which led to the discovery of half-burnt currency notes at the residence 

of a High Court judge, has reignited concerns over judicial accountability in India. 
 Therefore, it is important to critically examine the larger issue of transparency and integrity within the Indian 

judiciary, particularly focusing on the Collegium system of selecting judges. 
 Moreover, it is crucial to discuss the need for reforms, and the proposal for an Indian Judicial Service (IJS) to 

address systemic inefficiencies. 
 

A Persistent Concern Over Judicial Accountability 

 The fire brigade incident, though shocking, is only one among several recent controversies that have cast a 
shadow on judicial credibility. 

 The Supreme Court’s intervention in staying an insensitive verdict by a High Court judge regarding a minor’s 
sexual harassment case further exposes the lack of quality control in judicial appointments. 

 Additionally, the Supreme Court's response to the Lokpal’s attempt to investigate corruption allegations against 
a judge underscores the judiciary’s resistance to external oversight. 

 These instances collectively reflect a judicial system struggling to maintain accountability while remaining 
immune to public scrutiny. 

 

Flaws in the Collegium System 

 Lack of Transparency 

o The selection and elevation of judges occur behind closed doors, with no formal records, criteria, or 
explanations made public. 

o The decision-making process lacks objective standards, and the reasons behind selections or rejections are 
rarely disclosed. 

o This opacity has led to speculation about favouritism, bias, and even corruption within the judicial selection 
process. 

o The judiciary often declines to share the details of why certain candidates are selected over others, leading 
to a lack of public confidence. 

o In contrast, other civil service appointments, such as the IAS and IPS, follow a structured and transparent 
selection process. 

 Nepotism and Judicial Dynasties 

o Since appointments are controlled by a small group of senior judges, there is a tendency to favour candidates 
who belong to influential legal families. 

o This has led to the emergence of judicial dynasties, where judges' relatives are more likely to be selected over 
equally or more competent candidates from diverse backgrounds. 

o This practice restricts the entry of talented individuals who do not have personal connections within the 
judiciary. 

o Studies have shown that a significant number of High Court and Supreme Court judges come from families 
with a history in the judiciary or legal profession. 

o This concentration of power limits opportunities for meritorious candidates from underprivileged 
backgrounds. 

 Absence of Merit-Based Selection Criteria 
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o Unlike other professional recruitment processes, where clear eligibility criteria, examinations, and evaluations 
determine appointments, the Collegium system does not have a standardised, merit-based selection 
mechanism. 

o There is no written test, interview panel, or structured assessment of a judge’s legal knowledge, ethical 
standards, or past judgments. 

o As a result, the selection process often becomes subjective, favouring those with personal or professional 
proximity to the Collegium members. 

o In the civil services, candidates undergo rigorous exams and interviews before being selected. 
o However, in the Collegium system, judges are often chosen based on internal discussions with no formal 

assessment of their judicial competence, integrity, or decision-making abilities. 
 Arbitrary Transfers and Promotions 

o Another major flaw is the opaque system of judicial transfers and promotions. 
o The Collegium decides which judges will be transferred from one High Court to another or elevated to the 

Supreme Court, but the reasons behind such decisions are rarely disclosed. 
o This lack of accountability has led to suspicions that transfers may be influenced by favouritism, personal 

biases, or political considerations. 
o In several instances, judges who delivered controversial verdicts or took strong stands against influential 

figures were transferred to other High Courts without any clear explanation. 
o This raises concerns that transfers are sometimes used as a tool for controlling judges rather than ensuring 

efficiency in the judiciary. 
 Resistance to External Oversight 

o Despite the criticism, the judiciary has strongly resisted attempts to introduce external oversight mechanisms. 
o The rejection of the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) in 2015 is a prime example of this 

resistance. 
o The NJAC was designed to make judicial appointments more accountable by involving representatives from 

both the judiciary and the executive. 
o However, the Supreme Court struck it down, citing concerns over judicial independence. 
o While independence is crucial, absolute autonomy without checks and balances can lead to an unaccountable 

system. 
o Even when allegations of corruption or misconduct arise, the judiciary prefers internal inquiries, which are 

often perceived as biased or ineffective. 
o In contrast, public officials in other branches of government are subject to investigations by independent 

bodies such as the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) and Lokpal. 
 Lack of Diversity in the Higher Judiciary 

o The Collegium system has also contributed to a lack of diversity in judicial appointments. 
o Women, Dalits, Adivasis, and candidates from economically weaker backgrounds remain 

significantly underrepresented in the higher judiciary. 
o This lack of inclusivity affects the credibility of the judiciary and limits perspectives in judicial decision-making. 
o As of recent years, only a small percentage of Supreme Court and High Court judges are women, despite the 

increasing presence of women in the legal profession. 
o Similarly, representation from marginalized communities remains disproportionately low. 

 

The Case for an Indian Judicial Service (IJS) 
 Diversity and Inclusivity: The current judiciary is dominated by a few elite families, with limited representation 

from marginalized communities and women. A nationwide examination would open doors for deserving 
candidates from all backgrounds. 

 Merit-Based Selection: A structured, competitive recruitment process would ensure that judges are selected 
based on knowledge, competence, and ethical integrity rather than personal connections. 
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 Transparent Selection Process: Unlike the closed-door Collegium meetings, the IJS recruitment process would be 
conducted in a publicly accountable manner, reducing the scope for favouritism. 

 Standardized Training: Newly appointed judges could undergo rigorous training in various branches of law, 
ensuring uniformity in judicial competence across different courts. 

 Insulation from Executive Interference: The judiciary can still maintain its independence by formulating selection 
criteria while entrusting the recruitment process to an external, neutral body like the UPSC. 

 

Conclusion 

 The repeated controversies surrounding the judiciary indicate that judicial accountability and selection processes 
in India need urgent reforms. 

 While the Collegium system has allowed the judiciary to remain independent, its lack of transparency has led to 
serious concerns about favouritism and inefficiency. 

 The NJAC, though struck down, could be reconsidered with necessary safeguards to prevent executive overreach. 
 More importantly, the establishment of an Indian Judicial Service could be a game-changing reform that ensures 

a fair, merit-based, and transparent process for judicial appointments. 
 

2. India’s Geopolitical Vision Should be Larger 

 

Context 
 India has historically been an influential global player, balancing economic growth with diplomatic relations. 
 However, recent geopolitical shifts have raised concerns about India’s limited role in resolving international 

conflicts. 
 While India has taken decisive action in regional crises, such as its interventions in Bangladesh (1971), the 

Maldives (1988), and Sri Lanka (2009), it has recently adopted a cautious stance. 
 The question arises: should India be more proactive in global geopolitics? Experts argue that India 

must recalibrate its foreign policy, balancing economic ambitions with strategic engagement to secure its position 
as a major global power. 

 

India’s Historical and Current Diplomatic Approach 

 India’s leadership in the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) reflected its early commitment to shaping global politics. 
 In contrast, its current multi-alignment strategy prioritises bilateral ties over collective geopolitical influence. 
 India has made significant contributions to global welfare through initiatives like ‘Vaccine Maitri,’ climate action, 

and humanitarian aid. 
 However, its reluctance to actively engage in major conflicts, such as the Russia-Ukraine war or the Israel-

Palestine crisis, raises questions about its long-term vision as a global power. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s diplomatic outreach to Russia and Ukraine has been commendable, but India 

has largely remained a bystander in peace negotiations. 
 Its abstention from UNSC votes on the Ukraine war influenced developing nations, yet India has not capitalised 

on its unique position to mediate effectively. 
 Given its economic and diplomatic credibility, should India not aspire for a seat at the “high table” of global 

conflict resolution? 

 

The Risks of Remaining Passive 

 Ceding Influence to Emerging Middle Powers 

o In the absence of Indian leadership, other nations are stepping in to fill the diplomatic vacuum. 
o Countries like Türkiye, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar have taken on active mediation roles in various conflicts, 

thereby expanding their geopolitical influence. 
o Türkiye’s Role in the Ukraine-Russia Conflict 
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 Türkiye hosted direct negotiations between Ukraine and Russia in 2022, demonstrating its ability to 
mediate in European conflicts. 

 This enhanced Türkiye’s credibility as a neutral broker and strengthened its diplomatic standing. 
o Saudi Arabia’s Multi-Alignment Strategy 

 Saudi Arabia recently hosted high-profile U.S.-Russia and U.S.-Ukraine negotiations, positioning itself as a 
major diplomatic force. 

 It is leveraging its oil wealth and strategic location to assert itself as a key player in global geopolitics. 
o Qatar’s Mediation in Africa: Qatar successfully facilitated a ceasefire between Rwanda and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, proving that small but influential states can play a major role in global conflict resolution. 
o If India does not step up, it risks falling behind these emerging middle powers in diplomatic influence. 
o By playing an active role, India could shape discussions on global security rather than merely reacting to them. 

 Diminishing Credibility as a Global Leader 

o India has often projected itself as the leader of the Global South, advocating for the interests of developing 
nations. 

o However, if it remains hesitant to engage in conflict resolution, it may lose credibility in the eyes of its allies. 
o Expectations from a Rising Power 

 India, as the world’s fifth-largest economy and an aspiring permanent member of the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC), is expected to contribute more than just statements. 

 If India seeks a leadership role in global governance, it cannot afford to be perceived as indifferent to global 
crises. 

o Implications for UNSC Aspirations 

 India argues that UNSC decisions lack legitimacy without the world’s largest democracy. 
 However, this argument weakens if India is unwilling to take decisive action in global affairs outside the UNSC 

framework. 
o The ‘Not an Era of War’ Doctrine 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s statement to Vladimir Putin that ‘this is not an era of war’ was widely 
appreciated. 

 However, beyond rhetoric, India has not taken concrete steps to push for peace. 
 If India remains passive, such statements may be seen as diplomatic posturing rather than genuine efforts at 

conflict resolution. 
 Strategic Setbacks in a Shifting Global Order 

o The global balance of power is shifting, with increasing geopolitical fragmentation. 
o If India does not actively engage, it may find itself left out of crucial negotiations that could shape the future 

world order. 
o U.S.-China ‘Deal’ and the Risk of Regional Marginalisation 

 As tensions between the U.S. and China evolve, there is a possibility of a new understanding between the 
two superpowers, dividing regions into spheres of influence. 
 If India does not assert itself, it could be excluded from key geopolitical arrangements in Asia. 

o Threat to the Quad’s Relevance 

 The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad), consisting of India, the U.S., Japan, and Australia, is meant 
to counterbalance China’s influence. 

 However, if India remains hesitant to engage more proactively, the Quad itself could lose its strategic 
significance, weakening India’s position in the Indo-Pacific. 

o China’s Expanding Influence 

 China’s growing presence in Africa, Latin America, and South Asia through initiatives like the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) is reshaping global geopolitics. 

 While India has expressed concerns over China’s economic and strategic expansion, its passive approach 
limits its ability to counterbalance Chinese influence effectively. 
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The Way Ahead for India to Establish Itself as a Key Geopolitical Player 

 Strengthening Regional Policies 

o India’s bilateral relations in West Asia, Central Asia, and East Asia must be supplemented with active 
participation in regional frameworks. 

o While India has maintained strong ties with Central Asian nations, its reduced engagement in the SCO limits its 
influence in the region. 

o Similarly, after opting out of RCEP, India must find alternative ways to strengthen economic ties with East 
Asian nations. 

 Deepening Ties with Europe 

o With Europe facing internal and external pressures, India has a strategic opportunity to enhance its presence 
in the region. 

o A trade agreement with the U.S. could serve as a foundation for deeper economic and political 
collaboration with the European Union. 

 Playing a More Proactive Role in Conflict Resolution 

o India does not need to position itself as a mediator but should be ready to facilitate dialogue and negotiations. 
o Its past role in the Korean War (1951-52) and its recent diplomatic efforts in the UNSC (2021-22) show 

that India can bridge divergent geopolitical interests. 
 

Conclusion 

 India’s ambition to be a global power must go beyond economic growth; it must also involve strategic geopolitical 
engagement. 

 The world is undergoing a structural shift, with rising unilateralism and realignments in global politics. 
 By proactively shaping global events rather than reacting to them, India can strengthen its influence and secure 

its place as a key pole in a multipolar world. 
 As the international order evolves, India’s leadership will be judged not only by its economic prowess but also by 

its willingness to shape a stable and balanced global landscape. 
 

3. Judicial Appointments in India - Evolution, Challenges, and the NJAC Verdict 
 

Context: 
 The controversy surrounding the discovery of massive cash at Delhi HC judge Justice Yashwant Varma's home last 

week has reignited interest in the debate of judicial appointments in India. 
 “Things would have been different” if the Supreme Court had not struck down the National Judicial Appointments 

Commission Act passed by Parliament in 2014." (Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar) 
 

Judicial Appointments in India: 
 Article 124 of the Constitution establishes and governs the Supreme Court of India. 
 Article 124 (2): The President, on the advice of the Council of Ministers, appoints Supreme Court judges in 

consultation with the Chief Justice of India (CJI). 
 B.R. Ambedkar opposed granting veto power to the CJI, rejecting the substitution of “consultation” with 

“concurrence.” 

 

Evolution of Judicial Appointments: 
 Early years (1950-1970s): 

o Initially, the executive had full discretion in appointing judges. 
o Judicial independence was not a major issue despite constitutional amendments. 
o The 1970s saw executive interference, including the supersession of judges, leading to concerns over judicial 

autonomy. 
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o For example, Justice M H Beg was appointed CJI in 1977, overlooking Justice H R Khanna, who was first in 
seniority. 

 First Judges case (1981) - S P Gupta case: The Supreme Court ruled that “consultation” (in Article 124) does not 
mean “concurrence.” The executive retained discretion in judicial appointments. 

 Second and Third Judges cases (1993 and 1998): 
o The Court reversed its earlier stance, ruling that “consultation” meant “concurrence.” 

o The collegium system was established, transferring power from the executive to a body of judges. 
 

The Collegium System: 
 Established through judicial rulings, not mentioned in the Constitution. 
 Headed by the CJI, it includes the four senior-most Supreme Court judges. 

o It makes recommendations for the appointment of judges to the SC, the appointment of Chief Justices of the 
High Courts, and the transfer of judges of High Courts. 

 A three-member collegium, headed by the CJI and comprising the two senior-most judges of that court, makes 
recommendations for the appointment of judges to the High Courts. 

 The collegium system is often criticized for lack of transparency, accountability, and lobbying within the system. 
 

The National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC): 
 The Parliament passed the Constitution (99th Amendment) Act, 2014, and the National Judicial Appointments 

Commission (NJAC) Act, 2014. 
 These two laws provided for an independent commission to appoint judges to the SC and High Courts, replacing 

the collegium system. 
 The NJAC comprised six members: 

o Chief Justice of India (Chairperson) 
o Two senior-most Supreme Court judges 

o Union Minister of Law and Justice 

o Two eminent persons from civil society (one from SC/ST/OBC/minorities or women) to be nominated by a 
committee comprising the CJI, the PM, and the LoP in Lok Sabha. 

 It enjoyed near-unanimous political support and was ratified by 16 state legislatures. 
 

Striking Down of NJAC (2015): 
 The Supreme Court declared NJAC unconstitutional in a 4:1 judgment. 
 Key issue: Veto power of non-judicial members, allowing any two NJAC members to reject a recommendation and 

risking the judiciary being outnumbered by the executive. 
 The Court invoked the Basic Structure Doctrine, ruling that judicial primacy in appointments is essential for judicial 

independence. 
 Justice Jasti Chelameswar’s dissenting opinion: Criticized the collegium system’s secrecy, lack of transparency, and 

lobbying. Argued that NJAC was a better alternative if properly structured. 
 Justice Kurian Joseph (concurring judgment): 

o Acknowledged lack of transparency, accountability, and credibility in the collegium system. 
o Later regretted striking down NJAC, citing collegium failures. 

 

Can NJAC be Revived? 

 The NJAC was struck down before being tested in practice, leaving room for revisiting judicial reforms. 
 Alternative proposals suggest modifications: 

o Giving the CJI a casting vote to ensure judicial predominance. 
o Eliminating the veto power of non-judicial members. 
o Ensuring appointments are not subject to executive reconsideration. 
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Conclusion and the Way Forward: 
 The NJAC case was a missed opportunity for judicial reforms. 
 Growing concerns over collegium opacity and internal politics warrant a fresh debate on judicial appointments. 
 A balanced system ensuring both judicial independence and accountability remains a key issue in India’s 

constitutional framework. 
 

4. The ‘Great Abandonment’ of Afghanistan 

 

Context 
 The political turmoil in Afghanistan following the withdrawal of U.S. forces and the subsequent rise of the Taliban 

has sparked global debates on foreign policy and international responsibility. 
 While some argue that engaging with the Taliban is a pragmatic move, others warn against the potential risks of 

legitimising a radical regime. 
 Therefore, it is important to discuss the parallels between past and present U.S. actions in Afghanistan and 

highlights India's shifting stance toward the Taliban regime. 
 

U.S. Involvement and Its Consequences 

 The U.S. intervention in Afghanistan, particularly under Presidents Donald Trump and Joe Biden, played a crucial 
role in shaping the country's political landscape. 

 Trump’s negotiations with the Taliban, which culminated in the 2020 Doha Accords, effectively sidelined the 
elected Afghan government and paved the way for the Taliban’s return to power. 

 This agreement lacked provisions for a sustainable political framework, protections for women and minorities, 
or guarantees against terrorism. 

 The result was a rapid collapse of the Afghan Republic and the establishment of Taliban rule in 2021. 
 For Afghans, particularly those in exile, the U.S. withdrawal is seen as a "Great Abandonment," leaving the 

country in a worse state than before. 
 Despite the Taliban’s lack of international recognition, it has consolidated power, enforcing strict laws that have 

reversed two decades of progress, particularly regarding women's rights. 
 The global community’s response has been divided, with the U.S. and Europe largely disengaged, while Russia, 

China, Pakistan, and Central Asian nations have extended varying degrees of support to the regime. 
 

India’s Changing Approach 

 India initially distanced itself from the Taliban following their takeover, closing its embassy in Kabul in 2021. 
 However, it has since reopened a ‘technical mission’ and engaged Taliban leaders at official levels. 
 Reports suggest that India is considering expanding its presence in Kabul and possibly accepting a Taliban-

appointed ambassador in New Delhi. 
 This shift marks a significant departure from India’s previous policies of supporting democratic Afghan 

governments and opposing Taliban rule. 
 The Indian government justifies this engagement on the grounds of pragmatism and realpolitik. 
 Proponents argue that the Taliban is an undeniable reality in Afghanistan, and engaging with them is 

necessary for maintaining influence and protecting Indian interests. 
 They also claim that diplomatic ties are essential for humanitarian aid and development projects in the country. 

However, these justifications are met with scepticism. 
 

Challenges and Risks of Engagement 

 The Taliban’s Internal Conflicts and Uncertain Future 

o Although the Taliban appears to have a firm grip on power, internal divisions exist, particularly between the 
Haqqani faction and Kandahari clerics over policies such as girls' education. 
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o Some leaders who advocated for moderate reforms have reportedly fled the country, indicating deep-seated 
tensions within the regime. 

o Additionally, Afghanistan’s economic situation is dire, exacerbated by the loss of foreign aid and worsening 
relations with Pakistan. 

o Given these uncertainties, assuming the Taliban’s permanence in power may be premature. 
 Strategic Risks for India 

o The argument that India must engage with the Taliban to maintain strategic influence is flawed. 
o Unlike its past relationship with the Afghan Republic, where India enjoyed strong security and intelligence 

cooperation, any strategic alignment with the Taliban remains highly uncertain. 
o Historically, the Taliban has been hostile to Indian interests, targeting Indian diplomatic missions and 

personnel. 
o Expecting a radical Islamist regime to shift its stance toward India would be a risky assumption. 

 Erosion of Goodwill Among Afghan People 

o Perhaps the most significant risk is the loss of goodwill among Afghan citizens, especially those who supported 
India in the past. 

o India’s refusal to provide visas to Afghans fleeing the Taliban, including those who worked closely with Indian 
institutions, has led to resentment. 

o Many of these individuals previously contributed to strengthening Indo-Afghan ties, and their exclusion 
weakens India’s long-term influence. 

 

The Way Forward: The Need for a Balanced Policy 

 Support for Afghan Women and Civil Society 

o India should use its influence to advocate for women's rights and provide platforms for Afghan women to voice 
their concerns. 

o For instance, India could push for the recognition of the Afghan women’s cricket team and other cultural and 
professional initiatives. 

 Engagement with the Afghan Diaspora and Opposition Groups 

o Instead of solely engaging with the Taliban, India should strengthen ties with exiled Afghan leaders and 
democratic forces. 

o Allowing Afghan opposition figures to hold conferences and discussions in India would ensure that alternative 
voices are heard. 

 Selective Engagement with the Taliban: If India must engage with the Taliban, it should do so cautiously, ensuring 
that humanitarian aid and development projects do not serve as tools for Taliban propaganda. 

Conclusion 

 India’s evolving approach to Afghanistan presents both opportunities and risks. 
 While realpolitik may dictate some level of engagement with the Taliban, blindly embracing the regime would be 

detrimental to India's long-term interests. 
 A balanced strategy, one that engages with the Taliban without alienating Afghan civil society and opposition 

groups, would allow India to maintain its influence while upholding its values. 
 In the ever-changing geopolitical landscape of Afghanistan, flexibility and foresight are essential to ensuring that 

India remains a relevant and respected player. 
 

5. Charting a Route for IORA under India’s Chairmanship 

 

Context 

 The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is a crucial regional organisation that promotes cooperation among 
Asian, African, and Australian nations connected through the Indian Ocean. 

Educrat IAS Academy, 2nd floor, North Block, Park Plaza Building, 71, Park Street, Kolkata- 700016 30



 

 

 With India set to assume chairmanship in November 2025, the country has an opportunity to strengthen IORA’s 
governance and enhance its relevance on the global stage. 

 India’s priorities as chair include increasing financial resources, integrating technology for data management, 
and developing maritime-ready academic programs. 

 Given the region’s economic significance and security challenges, IORA’s role in developing cooperation and 
sustainable development is essential. 

 

The Strategic Importance of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
 IOR is an integral part of the Indo-Pacific but maintains unique characteristics. 
 It is home to two-thirds of the global population and serves as a critical hub for international trade, with 75% of 

global trade and 50% of daily oil consumption passing through its waters. 
 The region generates over $1 trillion in goods and services annually, with intra-IORA trade reaching $800 billion 

in 2023. 
 IORA, one of the oldest intergovernmental organisations in the region, aims to facilitate collaboration among its 

members through cultural and academic exchanges, disaster risk management, and economic development. 
 Although it has dialogue partners like the United States, China, and the European Union, it primarily relies on 

middle and smaller powers. 
 However, despite its economic importance, the IOR faces significant challenges, including underdevelopment, 

political instability, climate change-induced disasters, and security threats such as piracy, terrorism, and human 
trafficking. 

 These transnational issues necessitate regional cooperation to find sustainable solutions. 
 

Challenges Faced by IORA 

 Funding Constraints 

o A major challenge for IORA is its limited financial resources. 
o The organisation’s annual budget is largely dependent on the contributions of its member states, many of 

which are developing countries. 
o This financial model poses a problem as the capacity of these member states to contribute substantial amounts 

is constrained. 
o Countries such as Singapore, the UAE, and France are exceptions, but the majority of IORA members are 

smaller, less economically developed nations that cannot contribute significantly to the budget. 
o This creates a funding shortfall, particularly for critical areas like maritime security, disaster management, and 

sustainable economic growth in the region. 
 Reliance on Member Contributions 

o Due to the reliance on member contributions for its budget, IORA’s financial sustainability is inherently 
precarious. 

o This dependency results in fluctuations in available funding, limiting IORA’s ability to plan long-term initiatives 
and execute programs effectively. 

o While IORA’s member states recognise the importance of the association, they struggle to sustain continuous, 
large-scale funding commitments, as they themselves face economic and political challenges. 

o Many member nations are engaged in their own developmental priorities and regional concerns, leading to 
the prioritisation of immediate domestic issues over regional commitments to IORA. 

 Limited Capacity for Data Processing and Policy Analysis 

o Another challenge facing IORA is its small Secretariat, which is based in Mauritius, and its limited human 
resources and technological infrastructure. 

o The Secretariat is responsible for coordinating activities across a large and diverse region, but it operates with 
a relatively small staff. 

o Government institutions, such as IORA’s Secretariat, often suffer from bandwidth limitations when it comes 
to processing and analysing large amounts of data, which is critical for timely and informed decision-making. 

Educrat IAS Academy, 2nd floor, North Block, Park Plaza Building, 71, Park Street, Kolkata- 700016 31



 

 

o Given the increasing complexity of issues such as climate change, maritime security, and economic 
development in the Indian Ocean Region, there is a growing need for sophisticated data management systems. 

 Insufficient Involvement of the Private Sector and Industry 

o Despite the significant role that industries such as shipping, marine tourism, oil and gas, and fisheries play in 
the Indian Ocean’s blue economy, IORA has not sufficiently integrated the private sector into its policy-making 
processes. 

o Many of these industries are key contributors to the economic activities of the region, but they are often 
excluded from IORA’s deliberations on maritime policy and regional governance. 

o This lack of private sector involvement not only restricts the flow of capital but also limits the expertise and 
practical solutions that industry leaders could bring to IORA’s discussions. 

 

India’s Role and Strategic Recommendations 

 India’s vision for ‘Security and Growth for All in the Region’ (SAGAR) aligns with IORA’s objectives and offers a 
framework for strengthening regional cooperation. 

 As chair, India can leverage its strong diplomatic ties with member states to develop practical solutions. 
 Several member countries, such as Australia, have advanced research in marine science and technology, while 

others like France and Singapore excel in marine-related technologies. 
 The UAE and Oman can contribute investments in sectors where IORA needs support. 
 Additionally, traditional knowledge from coastal and island nations such as Sri Lanka, Seychelles, and Mauritius 

should be integrated into sustainable marine governance strategies. 
 To promote long-term development, IORA should encourage collaboration between industrial leaders and 

academic institutions. 
 Marine-related employment opportunities are expected to increase, necessitating specialized training programs. 
 Introducing interdisciplinary courses, such as marine accounting, can help build a skilled workforce for the blue 

economy. 
 

Conclusion 

 IORA holds immense potential for enhancing regional prosperity and security. 
 India’s upcoming chairmanship presents an opportunity to address existing institutional challenges and reinforce 

IORA’s role as a key player in the Indian Ocean Region. 
 By focusing on financial sustainability, technological integration, and capacity-building through education and 

research, India can help IORA evolve into a more effective and influential organization. 
 Through proactive leadership and strategic partnerships, IORA can become a model for regional cooperation and 

sustainable development in the Indo-Pacific. 
 

6. The Assault on Multilateralism and International Law 

 

Context 
 Despite criticisms regarding its effectiveness and bureaucratic inefficiencies, the UN remains the most significant 

global organisation dedicated to multilateral diplomacy. 
 However, the introduction of the Disengaging Entirely from the United Nations Debacle (DEFUND) Act by U.S. 

Senator Mike Lee threatens to undermine the UN’s legitimacy and functionality by proposing a complete U.S. 
withdrawal. 

 Such a move would have far-reaching consequences, not only for the UN but also for global governance as a 
whole. 

 

The Threat to the United Nations 

 Legal and Institutional Implications of the DEFUND Act 
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o If passed, the DEFUND Act would sever the U.S.'s relationship with the UN by repealing fundamental legislation, 
including the United Nations Participation Act of 1945 and the United Nations Headquarters Agreement of 1947. 

o These laws are crucial because they legally formalise U.S. participation in the UN and establish its obligations, 
including financial contributions and diplomatic support. 

o Their repeal would mean the U.S. would no longer be bound by its commitments to the UN, effectively nullifying 
its role within the organization. 

o Furthermore, the DEFUND Act seeks to halt all financial contributions to the UN. 
o The U.S. is historically the largest contributor to the UN’s budget, providing approximately 22% of the UN’s core 

funding and 28% of the peacekeeping budget. 
o Cutting this funding would significantly impact UN programs related to peacekeeping, humanitarian aid, 

development, and health initiatives. 
o U.S. withdrawal could lead to funding shortages, weakening the UN’s ability to respond to global crises. 
 Diplomatic and Geopolitical Consequences 

o Beyond financial concerns, the DEFUND Act would have profound diplomatic and geopolitical implications. 
o The U.S. has historically played a leading role in shaping UN policies, influencing major international decisions, 

and using its permanent seat on the UN Security Council (UNSC) to assert its foreign policy interests. 
o A withdrawal would mean relinquishing this influence, creating a power vacuum that could be filled by rival 

nations, particularly China and Russia. 
o These countries have already been expanding their influence within UN agencies, and a diminished U.S. 

presence could further tilt the balance of power in their favour. 
o Additionally, withdrawing from the UN could isolate the U.S. diplomatically. 
o While other global powers continue to engage in multilateral discussions on issues such as climate change, 

nuclear non-proliferation, and human rights, the U.S. would be left without a seat at the table. 
o This could weaken its ability to negotiate international agreements and influence global policies, ultimately 

reducing its strategic leverage on the world stage. 
 Impact on UN Operations and Peacekeeping Missions 

o One of the most critical areas that would suffer from a U.S. withdrawal is UN peacekeeping operations. 
o The U.S. has been a key supporter of peacekeeping missions, providing funding, logistical support, and 

personnel training. 
o If the DEFUND Act passes, it would prohibit U.S. participation in these operations, leading to operational 

difficulties for UN missions in conflict zones such as South Sudan, the Central African Republic, and Mali. 
 

The Shift Towards Economic Nationalism and the Consequence of Unilateralism 

 The Shift Towards Economic Nationalism 

o The Trump administration’s economic policies also reflected a departure from multilateralism. 
o The implementation of aggressive tariffs under the guise of national security drew parallels to the protectionist 

policies of the 1930s, particularly the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act. 
o That historical period saw a rise in trade barriers, contributing to economic instability and the onset of World 

War II. 
o In contrast, the post-war global economy was built on the principles of free trade, culminating in the 

establishment of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1947, which later evolved into the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 

o However, the U.S. under Trump actively undermined the WTO by blocking appointments to its Appellate 
Body, which resolves trade disputes. 

o This obstructionism has pushed the WTO into a state of crisis, jeopardizing the global trade system that has 
ensured economic stability for decades. 

 The Consequences of Unilateralism 

o The broader implications of these actions are clear: the erosion of multilateral institutions threatens global 
governance, economic stability, and international law. 
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o The Trump administration’s rejection of international cooperation in areas such as climate change, public 
health, and human rights has created a leadership vacuum. 

o The weakening of institutions like the UN, ICC, and WTO undermines collective efforts to address pressing 
global challenges, making it more difficult to coordinate responses to crises such as pandemics and climate 
change. 

o Furthermore, the U.S.’s retreat from multilateralism has sparked concerns about retaliation from other 
nations. 

o The idea of "Make America Great Again" (MAGA) is fundamentally at odds with the reality that global 
leadership requires cooperation, not isolation. 

o Without strong international alliances, the U.S. risks diminishing its influence and facing economic 
repercussions. 

 

A New Opportunity for Global Leadership 

 Amidst the U.S.'s retreat, non-Western nations, particularly India, have an opportunity to assume a greater role 
in global governance. 

 India has consistently advocated for multilateralism and adherence to international law. 
 During the G-20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in February 2025, India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 

reaffirmed the importance of an inclusive approach to global challenges, emphasising the need for peaceful 
resolutions and international cooperation. 

 Additionally, the current geopolitical climate presents an opportunity for India to push for long-overdue 
reforms in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

 As a rising global power, India has been advocating for a more representative and democratic UNSC structure. 
 With the U.S. withdrawing from its leadership role, emerging economies like India can step up to shape the future 

of global governance. 
 

Conclusion 

 The ‘America First’ approach, characterized by economic nationalism and political isolationism, has significantly 
weakened the multilateral institutions that uphold international law and global stability. 

 The potential withdrawal from the UN, sanctions on the ICC, and obstruction of the WTO signal a shift towards 
unilateralism that threatens the global order. 

 While these actions may temporarily serve U.S. nationalist interests, they ultimately undermine long-term global 
cooperation and stability. 

 

7. The Challenge of Policing Digital Giants 

 

Context 
 In the digital age, data has become a powerful tool for market dominance, leading to concerns over monopolistic 

practices by technology giants. 
 The recent order by the Competition Commission of India (CCI) against Meta underscores the increasing 

scrutiny over data exploitation and anti-competitive behaviour in digital markets. 
 Now it becomes imperative to explore the significance of the CCI’s decision, its broader implications in the global 

regulatory landscape, and the need for India to update its competition laws to address data-driven monopolies 
effectively. 

 

An Overview of The CCI’s Order Against Meta 

 On November 18, 2024, the CCI imposed a fine of ₹213.14 crore on Meta and introduced a five-year ban on 
sharing WhatsApp user data with other Meta-owned platforms such as Facebook and Instagram for advertising 
purposes. 
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 The order was based on the finding that WhatsApp’s 2021 privacy policy update constituted an abuse of its 
dominant position in the markets for Over-The-Top (OTT) messaging services and online display advertising. 

 The policy mandated users to consent to data-sharing on a “take-it-or-leave-it” basis, reinforcing Meta’s market 
power and limiting competition. 

 Meta appealed the decision to the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), which granted a stay on 
the ban and the penalty on January 23, 2025, provided Meta deposited 50% of the penalty. 

 This legal battle highlights the growing challenge of regulating tech giants that leverage data to consolidate their 
market dominance. 

 

The Role of Data in Digital Market Dominance 

 Data has become the backbone of the modern digital economy, often likened to oil but with an even greater 
utility. 

 Unlike finite resources, data can be collected, analysed, and reused indefinitely, providing immense competitive 
advantages. 

 Meta, for instance, leverages its vast user data to refine algorithms, enable hyper-targeted advertising, and create 
personalized experiences. 

 This data-driven dominance fosters network effects, where more users generate more data, further 
strengthening a platform’s market position and deterring new competitors. 

 Google’s case in India further illustrates this trend. In 2022, the CCI fined Google ₹1,337.76 crore for abusing its 
dominance in multiple markets, including mobile operating systems and app stores. 

 Google was penalised for mandating the pre-installation of its apps on Android devices, a practice that was 
upheld by the NCLAT in 2023. 

 These cases highlight how dominant players use their control over digital infrastructure to entrench their 
positions, making regulatory intervention crucial. 

 

Global Regulatory Efforts to Curb Tech Monopolies 

 United States: Antitrust Investigations and Lawsuits 

o Meta (Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp) 
 In 2020, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) filed an antitrust lawsuit against Meta, accusing it of 

engaging in anti-competitive practices by acquiring Instagram (2012) and WhatsApp (2014) to eliminate 
competition. 

 The lawsuit argues that Meta’s acquisitions were not aimed at enhancing its services but rather at stifling 
emerging competitors in the social media and messaging markets. 

 The FTC has sought a breakup of Meta’s business to restore competitive conditions. 
o Google's Legal Challenges 

 In 2024, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia found Google guilty of violating the Sherman 
Act, the key U.S. antitrust law, due to its exclusive agreements in the search and online advertising markets. 

 Google has been sued for monopolising the digital advertising market by acquiring competitors, forcing 
advertisers to use its ad services, and limiting the interoperability of rival advertising platforms. 

 U.S. government has sought structural remedies, including breaking up parts of Google’s ad business to 
restore fair competition. 
o These legal actions represent a shift in the U.S. regulatory stance, which for years had been lenient 

toward digital monopolies. 
o With bipartisan support, there is a growing push for stricter oversight and legislative reforms to update 

antitrust laws for the digital age. 
 European Union: A Pioneering Approach to Digital Regulation 

o Digital Markets Act (DMA) and General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
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 The Digital Markets Act (DMA), which came into effect in 2023, identifies ‘gatekeepers’, large digital 
platforms like Meta, Google, and Amazon, that must comply with specific rules to prevent anti-competitive 
behaviour. 

 The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), introduced in 2018, has set a global precedent for data 
protection by enforcing strict consent requirements and penalising unauthorised data usage. 

 The DMA mandates interoperability between messaging apps, prohibits self-preferencing (such as Google 
favouring its own search results over competitors), and requires companies to provide users with more 
control over their data. 

o Meta’s Facebook-Germany Case 

 In 2019, Germany’s Bundeskartellamt (Federal Cartel Office) found Meta guilty of abusing its dominant 
position by combining user data from various platforms (Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp) without 
explicit user consent. 

 The decision forced Meta to allow users to opt out of data merging across its platforms, setting a precedent 
for regulating data monopolization as an anti-competitive practice. 

o Google’s €8 Billion Antitrust Penalties 

 Over the past decade, Google has faced multiple fines in the EU for anti-competitive practices, totalling 
over €8 billion. 

 The European Commission imposed three major fines on Google. 
 €2.42 billion (2017) for manipulating search results to favour its shopping service. 
 €4.34 billion (2018) for forcing smartphone manufacturers to pre-install Google apps on Android devices. 
 €1.49 billion (2019) for anti-competitive advertising practices in online search advertising. 

o The EU’s approach to regulating digital monopolies is considered one of the most comprehensive in 
the world, balancing consumer protection, data privacy, and market competition. 

 

The Way Ahead for India: Need for Reform in India’s Competition Law 

 Despite CCI’s proactive stance, India’s current competition law—the Competition Act, 2002, lacks explicit 
provisions to tackle data-centric monopolies. 

 Traditional antitrust frameworks focus primarily on price-based dominance, whereas digital markets function on 
the principles of data aggregation and network effects. 

 Therefore, legal reforms must introduce ‘data monopolization’ as a key parameter for assessing market 
dominance. 

 This would require redefining terms such as ‘market power’ and “dominant position” to align with the realities of 
digital competition. 

 One potential solution could be mandating interoperability and data-sharing agreements to prevent 
monopolistic control over user information. 

 Additionally, India could benefit from integrating its competition law with the Digital Personal Data Protection 
Act, 2023, to ensure a coordinated approach between data protection and market regulation. 

 Drawing inspiration from the EU’s combination of the DMA and GDPR, India could create a more holistic 
framework to tackle the challenges of data exploitation and anti-competitive practices. 

 

Conclusion 

 The CCI’s action against Meta is a significant step in regulating the digital economy, but it also underscores the 
urgent need for legal reforms. 

 As data-driven monopolies continue to shape market dynamics, India must modernise its competition laws to 
effectively address these emerging challenges. 

 By learning from global regulatory efforts and implementing forward-looking policies, India can develop a 
competitive and fair digital marketplace while ensuring consumer privacy and innovation. 

 The Meta case is not just a legal battle; it is a pivotal moment in the broader discourse on digital market 
regulation, shaping the future of India’s digital economy. 

Educrat IAS Academy, 2nd floor, North Block, Park Plaza Building, 71, Park Street, Kolkata- 700016 36



 

 

 

8. Freebies vs Welfare - The Dilemma of India’s Economic Democracy 

 

Context: 
 The debate over welfare measures and freebies has resurfaced with political parties making populist promises in 

elections. 
 While welfare schemes are meant to uplift the poor, excessive dependence on freebies raises concerns about 

economic sustainability, self-reliance, and governance priorities. 
 

Freebies and Political Promises: 
 In the recent Delhi elections, political parties have competed to offer “freebies” rather than focus on development 

strategies. 
 Earlier, a prominent political party’s 2024 manifesto highlights welfare schemes such as: 

o PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana – free rations to 80 crore people since 2020. 
o Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) – ₹34 lakh crore credited to citizens. 
o PM Mudra Yojana – 46 crore loans worth ₹27 lakh crore. 
o PM SVANidhi Scheme – easy credit to 63 lakh street vendors. 

 The question arises: Are these welfare measures or mere electoral inducements? 

 

The Economic Burden of Freebies: 
 Several states, including Maharashtra (admit funding issues for the Ladki Bahin scheme) and Gujarat, struggle with 

funding social schemes and essential public services like education and healthcare. 
 The government claims 25 crore citizens have moved out of poverty, and 17 crore jobs were created in 10 years, 

yet freebies continue. 
 Critics argue that such measures can hinder economic productivity and foster dependency. 
 

Constituent Assembly Debates on Socialism and Welfare: 
 On November 15, 1948, a motion to declare India a socialist state was debated but rejected. 
 K T Shah supported socialism, advocating for: 

o Equal justice and opportunity. 
o Economic security for all citizens. 

 B R Ambedkar opposed the motion, stating: 
o The Constitution should not dictate economic policies but leave them to governments elected by the people. 
o Prescribing socialism in the Constitution would undermine democracy. 

 

Economic Democracy and Social Order: 
 Damodar Swarup Seth (discussing Article 38, ‘State to secure a social order for the promotion of the welfare of 

the people’ in 1948) criticized the capitalist structure, arguing that a socialist democratic order was essential 
for true welfare. 

 Mahboob Ali Baig Sahib Bahadur emphasized that political parties have distinct ideologies, and voters expect 
implementation of their agendas. 

 Ambedkar’s perspective on economic democracy: 
o The Constitution sets an economic ideal but does not prescribe a specific system. 
o Economic democracy can take multiple forms, including individualism and state intervention. 

 J B Kripalani’s vision of democracy (1949): Democracy must be both political and economic. The class divide in 
India limits economic democracy, despite political equality. 

 

India as a Welfare State - Reality Check: 
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 A welfare state protects and promotes the economic and social wellbeing of its citizens based on the principles of 
o Equal opportunities, 
o The equitable distribution of wealth and 

o Public responsibility for those citizens who cannot afford the bare necessities of a decent life. 
 India faces challenges such as: 

o Poverty 

o Unemployment 
o Widening wealth gap 

o Failing healthcare 

 The Supreme Court in S.Subramaniam Balaji v. State of Tamil Nadu justified freebies, sparking debate over fiscal 
responsibility. 

 

Conclusion - Need for Introspection: 
 E M Forster once said: “Two cheers for democracy. One because it admits variety and two because it permits 

criticism.” 

 In his 1845 novel Sybil (or the Two Nations - the rich and the poor), Benjamin Disraeli writes: “Power has only one 
duty — to secure the social welfare of the people.” 

 India must evaluate whether excessive freebies align with sustainable economic growth and true welfare. 
 

9. A Delimitation Red Flag, the Lessons from J&K, Assam 

 

Context 
 The question of electoral delimitation in India is a crucial aspect of democratic governance. 
 The upcoming delimitation exercise in 2026 has sparked widespread debate due to concerns regarding the 

balance of power between States, the impact on minority communities, and the overall implications for India’s 
federal structure. 

 Amid these ongoing debates, it is crucial to examine the key arguments surrounding the issue, explores the 
potential dangers of disproportionate representation, and the importance of maintaining democratic integrity in 
the delimitation process. 

 

A Detailed Analysis of the Debate on Delimitation: A Democratic Dilemma 

 Balancing Population Growth with Representation 

o One of the central issues in the delimitation debate is the disparity in population growth across different 
regions of India. 

o Northern States such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan have experienced rapid 
population growth. 

o On the other hand, southern States like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh have managed to 
stabilise or even reduce their population growth rates through effective governance, education, and 
healthcare policies. 

o A population-based delimitation would naturally lead to an increase in parliamentary seats for northern 
States while reducing the representation of the southern States. 

o This raises a critical question: should States be rewarded or penalized for their demographic trends? 

o If parliamentary seats are allocated strictly based on population, it could disincentivise efforts to control 
population growth, as States that successfully implement population control measures would see their political 
influence diminish. 

o This would be unfair to the southern States, which have made significant socio-economic progress and 
implemented successful development policies. 

 Revisiting Rajya Sabha Representation 
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o Another proposal to counterbalance the potential loss of influence for certain States is redistributing Rajya 
Sabha seats equitably among the five geographic zones of India, northern, central, eastern, western, and 
southern. 

o The Rajya Sabha, as the upper house of Parliament, is meant to represent States rather than individual voters, 
making it a crucial institution in maintaining federal balance. 

o Currently, Rajya Sabha representation is uneven, with more populous States having greater influence. 
o A reallocation of seats across geographic zones could ensure that regions with slower population growth do 

not lose their voice in national policymaking. 
o However, the effectiveness of this approach depends on the functioning of India’s zonal councils, which were 

originally established to resolve inter-State disputes and foster regional cooperation. 
o Unfortunately, these councils have become largely inactive, with many not convening for years. 
o Strengthening these councils and linking them to the Rajya Sabha’s representation structure could enhance 

cooperative federalism and ensure that all regions have a meaningful role in governance. 
 Challenges to Federalism and Democratic Equity 

o While these proposed solutions attempt to maintain fairness in representation, they do not fully address the 
deeper issue of political power dynamics in India. 

o A purely population-based delimitation risks concentrating power in the northern States, where electoral 
majorities could dictate national policies without sufficient input from the more developed southern and 
western States. 

o This could lead to tensions between regions, developing resentment and weakening national unity. 
o Moreover, historical precedents suggest that delimitation exercises have sometimes been influenced by 

political considerations rather than purely democratic principles. 
o If the 2026 delimitation follows the patterns seen in Jammu and Kashmir or Assam, where constituency 

boundaries were redrawn in ways that disproportionately benefited certain political groups, it could erode trust 
in India’s electoral system. 

o Ensuring a transparent, non-partisan approach to delimitation is crucial to preserving both democratic 
integrity and federal stability. 

 

Lessons from Jammu and Kashmir and Assam 

 Lessons from Jammu and Kashmir 

o Recent experiences in Jammu and Kashmir (2022) and Assam (2023) highlight potential pitfalls in the 
upcoming delimitation process. 

o The Jammu and Kashmir delimitation added six seats to the Jammu region but only one to the Kashmir Valley, 
disproportionately favouring Jammu. 

o Additionally, the redrawing of constituencies resulted in administrative and geographic inconsistencies, such 
as the merging of Poonch and Rajouri (traditionally part of Jammu) with the Valley’s Anantnag Lok Sabha seat. 

o More concerning is the apparent communal bias in the redistricting. 
o All six new Assembly constituencies in Jammu were Hindu-majority, while some Muslim-majority areas were 

reshaped to create Hindu-majority districts. 
o This pattern raises alarms about the potential use of demographic engineering in future delimitation exercises. 

 Lessons from Assam 

o Similarly, in Assam, the government’s decision to merge districts led to the elimination of ten Muslim-majority 
constituencies while increasing Hindu and tribal seats. 

o The creation of constituencies with vastly different population sizes further exacerbates concerns 
about political bias. 

o These cases suggest that population size alone is not the only factor influencing constituency 
creation; communal considerations have played a role, which could have serious consequences for national 
unity.  
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The Dangers of Communal Polarisation 

 Despite the risks, opposition parties have largely failed to highlight the potential communal polarisation that 
could result from delimitation. 

 While States such as West Bengal and Tamil Nadu have historically exhibited secular voting patterns, there is no 
guarantee that this will continue. 

 If electoral boundaries are redrawn along communal lines, the resulting polarisation could shift voting behaviours, 
as seen in Jammu and Assam. 

 A further concern is the precedent set by the central government’s policies in border States. 
 Harsh laws and suppressions of dissent, once limited to conflict-prone areas, have gradually been extended to 

the rest of the country. 
 Similarly, if communal redistricting is allowed in border regions, it could become a nationwide practice, further 

dividing communities along religious lines.  
 

The Way Forward: Need for a Delicate Balancing Act 

 The debate on delimitation highlights the tension between democratic representation and federal equity. 
 While it is essential to ensure that all citizens are fairly represented in Parliament, this must not come at the cost 

of marginalising certain States or regions. 
 Proposals such as freezing parliamentary seats while increasing Assembly representation and redistributing Rajya 

Sabha seats offer possible compromises, but their success depends on careful implementation and political will. 
 As India moves toward the 2026 delimitation, policymakers must prioritise a balanced and inclusive 

approach that strengthens, rather than weakens, the foundations of the country's democracy and federal 
structure. 

 

Conclusion 

 The upcoming delimitation exercise poses two major threats; an imbalance of power between northern and 
southern States, and the communalisation of electoral constituencies. 

 If not addressed, these issues could weaken India's pluralistic democracy and undermine the federal structure. 
 A fair and transparent delimitation process that upholds democratic principles is essential to ensuring equitable 

representation and preventing political and social fragmentation. 
 The challenges ahead require urgent attention from policymakers, opposition parties, and civil society to 

safeguard the unity and integrity of the nation. 
 

10. Electoral Reforms in India: Challenges and the Path Forward 

 

Why in the News? 

The Election Commission of India has invited political parties to discuss strengthening the election process. 
 

What’s in Today’s Article? 

 Electoral Reforms (Need, Legal Provisions, Key Issues, Proposed Reforms, etc.) 
 

The Need for Electoral Reforms: 
 The Election Commission of India (ECI) has initiated discussions with political parties to address concerns related 

to electoral transparency and voter integrity. 
 Allegations of electoral roll manipulation, duplicate voter IDs, and EVM transparency have sparked fresh debates 

about the need for comprehensive electoral reforms. 
 Additionally, issues such as unregulated election expenditures, criminalization of politics, and violations of the 

Model Code of Conduct (MCC) continue to threaten the integrity of India’s elections. 

Educrat IAS Academy, 2nd floor, North Block, Park Plaza Building, 71, Park Street, Kolkata- 700016 40



 

 

 Strengthening electoral laws is essential to maintaining free and fair elections, a fundamental aspect of India's 
democratic framework. 

 

Legal Provisions Governing Elections in India: 
 Article 324 of the Constitution: Grants the ECI power over the conduct of elections to Parliament and State 

legislatures. 
 Representation of the People Act, 1950 & 1951: Governs voter registration and the conduct of elections. 
 Registration of Electors Rules, 1960: Regulates the maintenance of electoral rolls. 
 Model Code of Conduct (MCC): Establishes guidelines for political parties and candidates during elections. 
 Despite these legal safeguards, recent elections have highlighted systemic flaws that necessitate urgent reforms. 
 

Key Issues in India’s Electoral System: 
 Concerns Over Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and VVPATs 

o Since the 2004 Lok Sabha elections, India has exclusively used Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs). 
o From 2019 onwards, EVMs have been backed by 100% Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT). 
o A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) was filed in April 2024, demanding a return to paper ballots and 100% VVPAT-

EVM matching, both of which were dismissed by the Supreme Court. 
o However, the Supreme Court directed that 5% of EVMs in each constituency should be verified in case of any 

suspicion of tampering, ensuring transparency. 
 Allegations of Electoral Roll Manipulation 

o Recent elections in Maharashtra and Delhi raised concerns over bogus/fake voters being added to electoral 
rolls. 

o Identical EPIC numbers (Electoral Photo Identity Card) were reportedly assigned to different voters across 
states, leading to accusations of voter fraud. 

o The ECI clarified that earlier decentralization of EPIC allotment before moving to the ERONET database may 
have caused duplication, and has pledged corrective measures. 

 Rising Election Expenditure and Financial Irregularities 

o The 2024 Lok Sabha elections saw election spending exceed ₹1,00,000 crore, according to the Centre for Media 
Studies. 

o While candidates have an expenditure limit, political parties face no cap on spending, leading to extravagant 
election campaigns. 

o This excessive spending fuels corruption, as candidates often resort to illicit funding sources. 
 Criminalization of Politics 

o As per the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) Report (2024): 
 251 MPs (46%) in the Lok Sabha have criminal cases. 
 170 MPs (31%) face serious charges like murder, rape, and kidnapping. 

o Despite Supreme Court directives for political parties to disclose criminal records three times before elections, 
enforcement remains weak. 

 Violations of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) 
o Star campaigners from all major parties have been accused of: 

 Using derogatory language against rivals. 
 Making caste and religious appeals for votes. 
 Spreading misinformation. 

 ECI lacks strong enforcement powers to take strict action against violators. 
 

Proposed Electoral Reforms: 
 Strengthening EVM and VVPAT Verification 

o The sample size for VVPAT-EVM matching should be determined scientifically, dividing states into regions. 
o If even one discrepancy is found, full VVPAT verification should be conducted in the affected region. 
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o Introducing "Totaliser" machines, as recommended by the ECI in 2016, would aggregate votes from multiple 
EVMs, making it harder to manipulate results at the booth level. 

 Preventing Electoral Roll Manipulation 

o Linking Aadhaar to EPIC numbers could prevent duplicate registrations, but privacy concerns must be 
addressed through stakeholder consultations. 

o The ECI should conduct regular audits of voter lists and rectify anomalies before elections. 
 Regulating Election Expenditure 

o A legal cap on political party spending should be introduced. 
o Political parties should disclose financial assistance to candidates, ensuring expenditure remains within 

permissible limits. 
 Addressing Criminalization of Politics 

o Political parties must strictly comply with Supreme Court orders to publicize candidates’ criminal 
backgrounds. 

o The ECI should have the power to ban repeat offenders from contesting elections. 
 Strengthening the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) 

o The ECI should be empowered to revoke the "Star Campaigner" status of leaders who repeatedly violate MCC 
rules. 

o Under Paragraph 16A of the Symbols Order, the ECI can suspend or withdraw recognition of a political 
party for severe MCC violations. 

o Strict implementation of social media regulations to prevent the spread of fake news and hate speech during 
elections. 

 

Conclusion: 
Electoral reforms are vital to strengthening democracy in India. While the ECI has taken steps to enhance voting 
transparency and voter integrity, challenges such as criminalization of politics, campaign violations, and excessive 
spending remain unresolved. 
A comprehensive legal and administrative overhaul is necessary to ensure that elections remain free, fair, and 
transparent. Political parties and the ECI must engage in meaningful discussions to implement these reforms, restoring 
public trust in India's electoral process. 
 

11. Supreme Court’s Stand on Linguistic Secularism and Language Rights in India 

 

Why in the News? 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has accused the Centre of imposing Hindi through the National Education Policy at the cost 
of “totally destroying Tamil Nadu’s progress in education”. 
 

What’s in Today’s Article? 

 Background (Context, Supreme Court Judgments on Language Policies, etc.) 
 NPE and Recent Controversy (Contentions, Future Implications, etc.) 
 

Background: 
 The Supreme Court of India has played a crucial role in shaping language policies and upholding linguistic 

secularism, a principle that promotes acceptance of the aspirations of different language speakers. 
 This was highlighted in the 2014 judgment of U.P. Hindi Sahittya Sammelan vs State of U.P., where the court 

emphasized that India's language laws are not rigid but accommodative, ensuring that linguistic diversity is 
preserved. 
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 As language debates continue, particularly in the context of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the 
Supreme Court’s past rulings reaffirm the importance of federal pluralism and democratic sensitivity in linguistic 
matters. 

 

Key Supreme Court Judgments on Language Policies: 
 U.P. Hindi Sahittya Sammelan vs State of U.P. (2014) 

o The Supreme Court ruled that language laws in India evolve organically and should be accommodative rather 
than rigid. 

o It upheld the idea that linguistic secularism is necessary to maintain harmony in a multilingual country like India. 
 State of Karnataka vs Associated Management of Primary/Secondary Schools (2014) 

o The court affirmed that the right to choose the medium of instruction is protected under Article 19 (Freedom 
of Speech & Expression). 

o The state cannot force students or parents to adopt a particular language for primary education. 
 Sunil K.R. Sahastrabudhey vs Director, IIT Kanpur (1982) 

o The Allahabad High Court ruled that Article 351, which directs the Union government to promote Hindi, does 
not grant individuals the right to demand education in Hindi. 

o Institutions cannot be compelled to impart education in a specific language unless it aligns with broader 
national policies. 
 These judgments highlight that India's language laws aim to protect individual linguistic freedoms while 

promoting inclusivity rather than imposing a single language. 
 

Language Conflicts and Constitutional Provisions: 
 Article 343 & The Official Language Debate 

o Article 343 of the Constitution states that Hindi in Devanagari script is the official language of the Union. 
o However, Hindi is not the national language, as it is not spoken uniformly across all states. 
o The Munshi-Ayyangar formula, introduced during the Constituent Assembly debates in 1949, sought 

to balance regional language interests while designating Hindi as the official language. 
 Article 29(1) & Minority Language Rights 

o This article provides constitutional protection for any group with a distinct language, script, or culture, 
ensuring they have the right to conserve and promote their linguistic identity. 

o The Supreme Court has clarified that this right is applicable to both majority and minority communities, 
emphasizing equal language rights for all citizens. 

 Article 351 & The Promotion of Hindi 
o Article 351 directs the government to promote Hindi to develop it as a medium of expression for India’s 

composite culture. 
o However, courts have ruled that this does not mean Hindi can be imposed upon individuals or institutions. 

 

The National Education Policy (NEP) and Language Controversy: 
 The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has reignited the language debate. 
 Critics, including Tamil Nadu, argue that the policy promotes Hindi at the cost of regional languages. 
 The Supreme Court’s past rulings reinforce that no language should be imposed against the will of people, as 

language is an emotional and cultural issue. 
 Justice Krishna Iyer, in his remarks on the 216th Law Commission Report, stated: 

o "I am all for Hindi as a personal preference, but I am all against Hindi by compulsion. Linguistic militancy will 
alienate and divide, but federal pluralism is democratic sensitivity." 

 This highlights the importance of voluntary language adoption rather than forced implementation. 
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Future Implications of Linguistic Secularism: 
 Given the ongoing debates on language policies, the Supreme Court’s principle of linguistic secularism will likely 

shape future policies in education and administration. Some key implications include: 
o Greater Autonomy for States: States will continue to have the right to determine language policies for 

education and administration based on local needs. 
o Protection of Regional Languages: The emphasis on linguistic secularism ensures that regional languages are 

preserved and not overshadowed by Hindi or English. 
o Legal Challenges to Language Imposition: Any attempt to impose a particular language could face legal scrutiny, 

as seen in previous court rulings. 
 The courts will play a critical role in balancing national integration with linguistic diversity, ensuring that language 

policies remain inclusive and democratic. 
 

12. Challenges and Complexities of Federalism in India 

 

Context: 
 Federalism in India is facing multiple challenges, both minor and major, which require careful political negotiation. 
 Issues such as delimitation, state representation, language disputes, and financial allocations have 

sparked tensions between the Centre and states. 
 Additionally, structural issues like power distribution, administrative imbalances, and political dominance are 

impacting the federal structure. 
 

Key Challenges in Indian Federalism: 
 Regional representation and delimitation: 

o The issue of delimitation and balancing representation between North and South India remains a contentious 
topic. 

o Jammu and Kashmir still awaits the restoration of full statehood. 
 Centre-State conflicts: 

o Tamil Nadu vs. Centre: Disputes over language and education policies. 
o Tamil Nadu accuses the Centre of withholding Samagra Shiksha funds and attempting to impose Hindi. 
o The Centre counters that Tamil Nadu is politicizing the National Education Policy (NEP). 
o States continue to express dissatisfaction over the Centre’s growing control over subjects like health and 

education, originally part of the State List. 
 Horizontal and vertical imbalances: 

o There is an increasing gap in development across states, creating horizontal imbalances. 
o The division of power between the Union, State, and Concurrent Lists needs reconsideration. 
o Centralization of authority has been co-produced by both the Centre and states due to failures in governance. 

 Political and administrative federalism: 
o The dominance of political parties affects the autonomy of states. 
o The anti-defection law has weakened legislative oversight, with political party structures superseding federal 

considerations. 
o National parties, while unifying different regions, sometimes override federal demands. 

 Financial federalism and GST: 
o The Goods and Services Tax (GST) framework is a unique model where states collectively make binding 

decisions. 
o There is potential for extending such collective decision-making models to other domains, ensuring fair financial 

governance across states. 
 Inter-State cooperation: 
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o Current discussions on federalism often focus on Centre-State relations rather than State-to-State 
cooperation. 

o Issues like airshed management and water disputes require states to collaborate independently without Centre 
or judicial intervention. 

o The role of political parties further complicates independent state-level decision-making. 
 

Conclusion 

 Federalism in India remains a "messy affair" influenced by political, economic, and administrative complexities. 
 While historically federalism has evolved through trial and error, modern challenges necessitate innovative 

solutions. 
 The distinction between party politics and federal governance needs to be re-evaluated to ensure the autonomy 

and equitable development of all states. 
 

13. Women in Judiciary - Progress, Challenges, and the Path Ahead 

 

Context: 
 Women in law have made significant progress in India over the last century. Cornelia Sorabji became the first 

woman lawyer in 1924. 
 The number of women lawyers and judges has increased, but representation in higher judiciary remains low. 
 

Challenges in Higher Judiciary 

 Glass ceiling in High Courts (HCs) 
o Women constitute only 14.27% (109 out of 764) of High Court judges. 
o Eight High Courts have just one-woman judge, while Uttarakhand, Meghalaya, and Tripura have none. 
o Allahabad High Court, the largest High Court, has only three women judges (2%). 
o Women judges are appointed at an older age (average 53 years for women vs. 51.8 years for men), reducing 

their chances of reaching senior positions. 
o Only the Gujarat High Court has a woman Chief Justice. 

 Underrepresentation in the Supreme Court (SC) 
o Currently, there are only two women judges (Justice B.V. Nagarathna and Justice Bela Trivedi) in the Supreme 

Court. 
o Justice Bela Trivedi’s retirement in June 2025 will leave only one-woman judge. 
o No woman has been appointed to the Supreme Court since 2021, while 28 men have been appointed 

o Only one woman has been directly elevated from the Bar to the Supreme Court, compared to nine men. 
 Barriers to women’s appointment 

o Common justifications: Lack of eligible women candidates, lack of seniority, or women’s unwillingness. 
o Systemic gender bias and deep-rooted inequality restrict women’s opportunities. 
o Women face higher scrutiny than men in judicial appointments. 
o The collegium system is opaque, lacks clear criteria, and is male-dominated. 
o Government reluctance: Since 2020, nine women recommended for High Courts were not confirmed; five were 

rejected outright. 
 

Need for Gender Equality in Judiciary 

 A gender-balanced judiciary enhances legitimacy, inclusivity, and public confidence. 
 Women’s representation ensures courts reflect the diversity of society and deliver more balanced judgments. 
 

Steps Towards Equality 
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 Reforming the collegium system: Introducing transparent selection processes and clear merit-based criteria. 
Creating a structured process for lawyers to apply for judgeship. 

 Prioritizing gender diversity: 
o Ensuring at least one-third, if not half, of the higher judiciary comprises women. 
o Gender diversity should be considered alongside state, caste, and religious representation. 
o Appointing a diverse and independent judiciary to uphold constitutionalism and rule of law. 

 Normalizing women’s representation 

o Gender balance should be a stated judicial objective in appointments. 
o Women judges should be appointed in sufficient numbers so their presence is normalized, not seen as 

exceptional. 
o As Justice Indira Banerjee stated, women’s appointments should not require special attention—they should be 

a regular occurrence. 
 

Conclusion 

 As India celebrates 75 years of the Supreme Court, a transformative shift towards gender equality in the judiciary 
is necessary. 

 A transparent, inclusive, and merit-driven judicial appointment system is key to ensuring gender-balanced 
constitutional courts. 

 

14. Empowering Women in Panchayati Raj - Overcoming Proxy Leadership 

 

Context: 
 True development extends beyond economic growth to empowerment, inclusivity, and dignity. 
 Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) reserve 33-50% seats for women to ensure the inclusion of marginalised voices 

in local governance. 
 While these quotas have undoubtedly brought more women into leadership roles, the system has revealed a 

persistent challenge of proxy leadership. 
 

The Challenge of Proxy Leadership: 
 Many elected women sarpanches are overshadowed by male family members. 
 Reasons include patriarchal norms, lack of education, lack governance knowledge and institutional support, and 

systemic weaknesses. 
 Male involvement is often justified as support but weakens women’s authority. 
 Training programs often fail due to a patronizing approach towards women leaders. 
 

The Story of Chhavi Rajawat: 
 As India’s first MBA sarpanch, her journey in rural leadership began in 2010 through a seat reserved for women. 
 Her re-election in 2015 (in a general seat) was a testament to the power of inclusive and performance-driven 

governance. 
 But her case is an exception. Across many panchayats, women leaders continue to struggle due to systemic 

hurdles. 
 Institutional biases and dismissive attitudes towards women sarpanches undermine their authority. 
 Positive examples show that proactive government officials can empower women. 
 

Strengthening women’s leadership: 
 Capacity building and training: 

o The programme for Jharkhand panchayat leaders showcased how structured learning can empower local 
representatives. 
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o The training included aspects of governance, budgeting, planning, funding, risk and conflict management, 
communication and digital literacy - including AI tools like ChatGPT. 
o Such programmes must become the norm, not the exception. 
o Quarterly training sessions should be conducted for two years post-election. 

 Policy recommendations: 
o A government committee has proposed nine key recommendations to strengthen women’s leadership. 
o Former sarpanches should be involved in policy making. 
o A minimum qualification of 12th grade should be mandated for elected representatives. 

 Improving remuneration and resources: 
o Low honorarium is a major deterrent; Rajasthan sarpanch receives only Rs 4,500 per month. 
o Similarly, other panchayat representatives receive a sitting fee of just Rs 250 per month. 
o A dignified salary is necessary to encourage serious participation. 
o Women sarpanches should receive smartphones for independent governance access. 
o Official transport and technical assistants can help reduce reliance on male family members. 

 Whistleblowing and accountability mechanisms: 
o Proxy leadership must be reported, but safeguards against misuse should be in place. 
o Government officials should be added to WhatsApp groups for real-time guidance. 

 

Conclusion: 
 When empowered, women leaders prioritize issues like education, healthcare, and social welfare. 
 The PRI reservation policy has the potential to drive transformative rural governance. 
 Strengthening institutional support and leadership training will ensure true democratic participation. 
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General Studies III 
 

1. India's Textile and Apparel Export Target - Challenges and the Path Forward 

 

Context: 
 India has set an ambitious target to elevate its Textile and Apparel (T&A) exports from $34.8 billion in 2023-24 to 

$100 billion by 2030. 
 However, achieving this goal requires transformative reforms in the sector. 
 

Current Status of India's Textile and Apparel Exports: 
 India's T&A exports have grown from $11.5 billion in FY2001 to $34.8 billion in FY24, holding only a 4% share in 

the global market. 
 The apparel segment (HSN codes 61 and 62) constitutes 42% of total T&A exports. 
 India's global apparel export share has stagnated at 3%, whereas competitors like Bangladesh and Vietnam have 

surged ahead. 
 China’s global market share has declined from 34.8% to 29.8%, but India has not capitalized on this opportunity. 
 

Key Challenges in the Textile Value Chain: 
 Declining cotton production: 

o India’s cotton production peaked at 39.8 million bales in 2013-14 but is projected to fall to 30 million bales in 
2024-25, the lowest in 15 years. 

o India is set to become a net importer of cotton, with imports reaching 2.6 million bales and exports dropping 
to 1.5 million bales. 

o The ban on next-generation herbicide-tolerant (Ht) Bt cotton, despite Genetic Engineering Appraisal 
Committee (GEAC) approval, has hampered productivity. 

 Disproportionate reliance on cotton over man-made fibres (MMFs): 
o The global fibre consumption ratio is 30:70 (cotton to MMF), whereas in India, it is 60:40. 
o High costs of MMF raw materials (polyester, viscose) in India (20% costlier than in Bangladesh, China, and 

Vietnam) reduce competitiveness. 
 Structural and technological bottlenecks: 

o Around 80% of India's 1 lakh garment factories operate in the decentralized sector, limiting scalability and 
technological adoption. 

o Weak integration across the textile value chain restricts efficiency. 
 Trade barriers and market access limitations: 

o High import tariffs imposed by key markets - 
 EU: 9.7% 

 US: 11.47% 

o Bangladesh enjoys zero-duty access to the EU under the “GSP Everything but Arms” arrangement. 
o Vietnam benefits from a mere 1.66% tariff under the “EU-Vietnam FTA.” 

 

Strategic Reforms for Achieving the $100 Billion Target: 
 Promoting a fashion-driven industry: 

o Incentivize MMF-based apparel production and remove non-tariff barriers such as Quality Control Orders 
(QCOs) on MMFs. 

o Reduce raw material costs to improve competitiveness. 
 Strengthening the PM-MITRA scheme: 
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o Fast-track the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel (PM-MITRA) 
scheme. 

o Enhance scalability and efficiency by promoting integrated textile hubs. 
 Enhancing trade relations and market diversification: 

o Negotiate Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with the EU and the US to reduce tariff disadvantages. 
o Explore new markets such as Japan, Russia, Brazil, and South Korea, focusing on niche segments like women’s 

western wear and swimwear. 
 Boosting cotton productivity and quality: 

o Streamline GM crop approvals and establish a single-window clearance system for next-generation Bt cotton. 
o Expand irrigation, promote high-density planting, and invest in precision farming to bridge productivity gaps 

with China (1,945 kg/hectare) and Brazil (1,839 kg/hectare). 
 

Conclusion: 
 India's goal of achieving $100 billion in T&A exports by 2030 is ambitious but not impossible. 
 However, bold policy reforms and strategic interventions are necessary to enhance productivity, improve value 

chain integration, and secure competitive market access. 
 Without these measures, the target will remain a distant dream.  

 

 

2. Advantage China in Africa’s Nuclear Energy Market Race 

 

Context 
 The global energy landscape has undergone significant transformations in the wake of the Russia-Ukraine war. 
 As African nations strive to diversify their energy sources, nuclear power is emerging as a critical component of 

their energy transition. 
 However, this shift has also attracted the attention of global powers eager to secure a stake in Africa’s nuclear 

market. 
 China, in particular, has positioned itself as the dominant player, challenging traditional Western influence and 

raising concerns about geopolitical dependencies. 
 

Africa’s Nuclear Energy Aspirations 

 Currently, Africa has only one operational nuclear power plant, the Koeberg Nuclear Power Station in South 
Africa, which was built by a French consortium. 

 However, several African countries, including Ghana, Nigeria, Sudan, Rwanda, Kenya, and Zambia, are actively 
planning to incorporate nuclear energy into their national power grids. 

 Projections suggest that Africa could generate up to 15,000 MW of nuclear energy by 2035, representing a 
significant opportunity for investment, estimated at $105 billion. 

 The potential for nuclear energy in Africa is not only an economic opportunity but also a solution to the 
continent’s chronic electricity shortages and unreliable power supply. 
 

The Scramble for Africa’s Nuclear Market 

 Historically, France dominated Africa’s nuclear market, particularly in Francophone nations. 
 However, France’s influence is waning as other global powers aggressively pursue nuclear partnerships in Africa. 
 The United States, through the US-Africa Nuclear Energy Summit (USANES), has sought to establish itself as a 

major player. 
 However, the future of U.S. involvement depends on the political direction of President Donald Trump’s 

administration. 
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 Russia, another key contender, has signed multiple nuclear agreements with African nations, including Egypt, 
Mali, Burkina Faso, and Burundi. 

 The Russian state-owned nuclear corporation, Rosatom, has been constructing a reactor in El Dabaa, Egypt, since 
2022, albeit with slow progress. 

 South Korea, through Korea Hydro and Nuclear Power (KHNP), has also shown interest in Africa’s nuclear market. 
 However, it is China that has emerged as the most influential and aggressive investor in African nuclear energy. 

 

China’s Dominance in Africa’s Nuclear Expansion 

 Recent but Rapidly Expanding 

 In 2012, the China Atomic Energy Authority launched a scholarship program in collaboration with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to train African and South Asian students in nuclear science. 

 This initiative strategically familiarised African nations with Chinese nuclear technologies and procedures, 
increasing the likelihood of future partnerships. 

 Today, China operates more than 50 nuclear reactors, reinforcing its status as a global nuclear power. 
 Growing MoUs 

 Two state-owned enterprises, the China General Nuclear Power Group (CGN) and the China National Nuclear 
Corporation (CNNC), are spearheading China’s nuclear expansion in Africa. 

 In 2024, during the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing, Nigeria signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with China for the design, construction, and maintenance of nuclear power plants. 

 Similarly, Uganda signed an MoU with China to build a 2 GW nuclear power plant, with the first unit expected to 
be operational by 2031. 

 Kenya, while still undecided on its nuclear partner, plans to have a research reactor by 2030. 
 Meanwhile, Ghana has opted for U.S.-based NuScale Power and Regnum Technology Group to develop its Small 

Modular Reactors (SMRs), while China National Nuclear Corporation will construct a Large Reactor (LR). 
 Diminishing Influence of Russia 

 In West Africa, pro-Russian governments in Burkina Faso, Niger, and Mali have signed nuclear cooperation 
agreements with Rosatom. 

 However, Russia’s economic challenges, exacerbated by sanctions due to the Ukraine war, may hinder its ability 
to make large-scale investments in African nuclear projects. 

 This could push these nations toward China, which is better positioned to provide financial and technical support. 
 

The Impact on India’s Energy Security 

 Africa’s nuclear ambitions have broader implications for global energy security, particularly for India. 
 As India aims to increase its nuclear power capacity from 8,180 MW to 100 GW by 2047, securing uranium supplies 

will be crucial. 
 India has previously signed a civil nuclear cooperation agreement with Namibia and is exploring uranium mining 

projects in Niger and Namibia. 
 However, China’s growing influence in Africa’s nuclear sector could pose challenges for India’s energy security by 

limiting its access to uranium and nuclear-related infrastructure. 
 Furthermore, many African countries lack the transmission networks necessary to distribute power from nuclear 

plants. 
 China, through initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), has the capability to develop these 

networks, further cementing its dominance in Africa’s clean energy market. 
 If China successfully integrates nuclear power with its broader infrastructure projects, it will not only strengthen 

its position in Africa but also gain greater geopolitical leverage over nations dependent on its investments. 
 

Conclusion 

 Africa’s shift toward nuclear energy presents both opportunities and challenges. 
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 While nuclear power can provide a stable and reliable source of electricity, the sector has become a battleground 
for global powers seeking to expand their geopolitical influence. 

 China has emerged as the dominant force in Africa’s nuclear market, outpacing traditional players like France, the 
U.S., and Russia. 

 This growing Chinese influence raises concerns about economic dependencies and strategic vulnerabilities for 
African nations. 
 

3. Farewell to the Equalisation Levy - A Bold Move in Global Taxation 

 

Context: 
 The government has proposed the abolition of the 6% Equalisation Levy on online advertising in the Finance Bill 

2025, reducing the tax burden on digital ad consumers and lowering costs on platforms like Google and Meta. 
 This is a significant move in the context of the ongoing Indo-US bilateral trade talks, and the imminent threat of 

reciprocal tax, which is likely to come into force from 2nd April, 2025. 
 If passed in parliament, the 6% Equalisation Levy would cease to exist from 1 April 2025. The origins of the 

equalisation levy have generated interest as we say goodbye to it. 
 

The Genesis of Equalisation Levy: 
 Introduced in 2016 via the Finance Act, rather than the Income-tax Act, to avoid treaty override. 
 Aimed at taxing online advertising revenues earned by foreign digital companies in India. 
 Large multinational digital corporations opposed the levy, citing double taxation concerns. 
 

The Global Taxation Landscape: 
 International tax efforts sought to close loopholes but lacked consensus on digital taxation. 
 The OECD's Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) initiative left digital taxation unresolved. 
 India was the first country to impose such a tax, despite criticisms of unilateralism. Other countries followed suit, 

leading the US to intervene. 
 

International Negotiations and the Role of OECD & UN: 
 Dispute over profit allocation: US preferred taxation only on residual returns. India advocated for formulary 

apportionment. 
 OECD attempted a consensus-driven approach but faced US influence. 
 Growing discontent among developing nations led to UN intervention. 
 In 2024, 110 countries supported an UN-led international tax convention. 
 The UN’s proposal for a withholding tax on digital services faced obstacles similar to OECD’s. 

 

US Opposition and Trade Disputes: 
 In 2020, the US launched investigations under USTR, calling India’s levy discriminatory. 
 The US threatened retaliatory tariffs, leading to India’s withdrawal of a similar levy of 2% on digital e-commerce 

supplies and services. 
 With Donald Trump’s return, trade tensions resurfaced, likely prompting the 6% levy’s removal. 
 

Impact and Future of Digital Taxes: 
 India collected ₹40 billion from the levy in 2022. 
 Critics argue the tax burden was passed on to consumers, though evidence is lacking. 
 The withdrawal raises concerns as there is still no global tax framework in place. 
 Despite its discontinuation, the equalisation levy showcased India’s ability to assert its economic interests 

independently of global consensus. 
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Conclusion: 
 The withdrawal of the equalisation levy marks the end of India’s bold attempt to tax digital giants in the absence 

of a global consensus. 
 While the levy served as an effective tool to ensure fair taxation, geopolitical pressures, particularly from the US, 

played a crucial role in its rollback. 
 The episode highlights the complexities of international tax diplomacy, where developing nations like India must 

navigate economic interests while asserting their sovereignty. 
 As global negotiations continue, the future of digital taxation remains uncertain, but India's pioneering approach 

has set a precedent for alternative models of taxation beyond OECD-driven frameworks. 
 

4. Status of India’s Bioeconomy 

 

Why in news? 

The India BioEconomy Report 2024, released by the Department of Biotechnology, estimates India's bioeconomy to 
be worth over $165 billion, contributing 4.2% of GDP. 
The report highlights significant growth potential, projecting the sector to reach $300 billion by 2030 and $1 trillion by 
2047. 

 

Bioeconomy 

 It refers to the industrial use of biological resources (plants, animals, microorganisms) and natural biological 
processes for producing goods and services. 

 Traditional and Expanding Applications 

o Biological resources have long been used in healthcare, pharmaceuticals, and agriculture. 
o Their use is now expanding to fuels, textiles, plastics, construction materials, and chemicals due to 

their renewability, cost-effectiveness, and sustainability. 
 Sustainable Alternatives 

o Ethanol, produced via fermentation of sugarcane or corn, is replacing hydrocarbon-based fuels. 
o Biotechnology enables biomedicines and synthetic biology, allowing the design of microorganisms with specific 

traits. 
 Scope for Rapid Growth 

o The economic use of biological resources is still in its early stages but has vast untapped potential. 
o With advancements in biotechnology and sustainability, the bioeconomy is expanding rapidly. 
 

Growing Footprint of India's Bioeconomy 

 India’s bioeconomy nearly doubled in five years, from $86 billion (2020) to $165 billion (2024). 
o Growth has surpassed the initial target of $150 billion by 2025. 

 The number of bioeconomy companies increased by 90%, from 5,365 (2021) to 10,075 (2024), and is projected to 
double by 2030, creating 35 million jobs. 

 Sector-wise Contributions 

o The sector now contributes 4.25% to GDP with a CAGR of 17.9% in the last four years. 
o Industrial sector (biofuels, bioplastics) contributed $78 billion (~47%). 
o Pharma sector contributed 35%, with vaccines as the key driver. 
o Fastest-growing segment (2024): Research & IT, including biotech software, clinical trials, and bioinformatics. 

 Regional Disparities 

o Five states (Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh) generated over two-thirds of 
bioeconomy value. 

o Eastern & Northeastern regions contributed less than 6%. 
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 Challenges & Future Prospects 

o Sustaining high growth will require innovation, scaling-up incentives, and policy reforms. 
o Addressing regional imbalances is crucial. 
o While India’s bioeconomy (4.2% of GDP) is comparable to China & the US, it lags behind Spain & Italy (20% 

of GDP). 
 

BioE3 Policy: Boosting India's Bioeconomy 

 Launched in 2024, the BioE3 policy (Biotechnology for Economy, Environment, and Employment) aims to make 
India a global hub for bio-manufacturing and R&D in biotechnology. 

 Key Objectives 

o Strengthen bio-manufacturing in areas like: 
 Bio-based chemicals & enzymes 

 Functional foods & precision biotherapeutics 

 Marine & space biotechnology 

 Climate-resilient agriculture 

o Foster a network of universities, research institutions, start-ups, and industries. 
 Implementation 

o Assam became the first state to adopt the BioE3 framework, signaling nationwide expansion. 
o New initiatives include Bio-AI Hubs, Bio Foundries, and Bio-Enabler Hubs for integrating advanced tech into 

biomanufacturing. 
o Address policy bottlenecks to unlock the sector’s full potential. 
 

Other Initiatives & Policy Push 

 New initiatives include Bio-AI Hubs, Bio Foundries, and Bio-Enabler Hubs for integrating advanced tech into 
biomanufacturing. 

 Boosting Startups & Innovation 

o India's biotech startups grew from 50 in 2014 to over 10,075 in 2024. 
o The BioSaarthi mentorship program was launched to support startups with global mentorship, leveraging 

Indian diaspora expertise. 
o Public-private partnerships have fueled sectoral expansion and innovation. 

 Breakthroughs in Biotechnology 

o Development of Nafithromycin, India’s first indigenous antibiotic for respiratory diseases. 
o Successful gene therapy trials for hemophilia. 
o Completion of India’s whole genome sequencing project, mapping 10,074 individuals across 99 communities 

to revolutionize precision medicine. 
 Space Biotechnology & Future Prospects 

o Collaboration between the Department of Biotechnology and ISRO to advance space biology and medicine. 
o Biotechnology will play a key role in astronaut health and space research as India prepares for its first space 

station. 
 R&D Investment Surge 

o India's Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD) doubled, from ₹60,196 crore in 2013-14 to ₹1,27,381 crore in 2024. 
o This funding push underscores the government’s commitment to scientific research and innovation. 
 

Challenges and Way Forward 

 India has strong existing capabilities in some biotech fields, making commercialization easier. 
 However, regulatory challenges remain, especially in genetically modified (GM) crops, which could enhance 

agricultural productivity. 
 Recommendations for Future Growth 

o Establish a National BioEconomy Mission. 
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o Implement single-window regulatory mechanisms to streamline biotech innovations. 
 

5. The Role of Communities in Conserving Water 

 

Context 
 On World Water Day (March 22, 2025), Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasised the necessity of collective 

action for water conservation, highlighting the importance of securing water resources for present and future 
generations. 

 Coinciding with this, the Ministry of Jal Shakti launched the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain 2025, a campaign 
that underscores the need for community participation in water management. 

 While such initiatives reflect a growing awareness of water-related challenges, a critical analysis of India's rural 
water policies reveals significant gaps that need urgent attention. 

 

The Role of Communities in Water Management 

 A fundamental issue in India’s water policies is the limited role of communities in decision-making processes. 
 Indigenous and local communities possess valuable ecological knowledge, yet their participation in water 

governance remains superficial. 
 Current policies largely focus on community involvement in the management of water sources, while decision-

making power remains concentrated with state authorities. 
 This restricts the ability of communities to implement their own traditional water conservation methods, leading 

to a top-down, one-size-fits-all approach that often disregards local environmental dynamics. 
 For instance, Water User Associations (WUAs), introduced in various states since the 1990s, were designed to 

promote participatory irrigation management. 
 However, while these associations give farmers the responsibility of managing irrigation sources, they lack real 

authority in shaping broader water policies. 
 This limited autonomy reduces their effectiveness and highlights the need for a more decentralized and inclusive 

governance framework. 
 

Key Issues in Water Governance and Solutions 

 Addressing Water Vulnerability Among Marginalised Groups 

o Water policies must also consider the unequal impact of water crises on different social groups. 
o Subaltern and economically marginalised communities are disproportionately affected by environmental 

challenges. 
o This is particularly evident among groups that experience both social and economic marginalisation, as they 

often lack access to adequate water resources and infrastructure. 
o To create equitable water policies, it is essential to ensure the participation of vulnerable groups in water 

governance. 
o Recognising their agency and traditional knowledge can lead to more inclusive and sustainable water 

management systems. 
o A truly participatory approach should not only provide marginalised communities with a voice but also equip 

them with the necessary resources and support to actively shape water policies. 
 Moving Beyond Fragmented Water Governance 

o A major challenge in India’s water management framework is the fragmentation of policies and governing 
bodies. 

o Currently, different aspects of the ecosystem, such as forests, land, water, and biodiversity, are governed by 
separate policies and authorities. 

o This siloed approach ignores the interdependent nature of these elements, leading to inefficiencies and 
unintended negative consequences. 
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o A successful integrated approach can be seen in the traditional ecological practices of rural communities in 
western India. 

o A notable example is the establishment of orans, sacred forests that hold religious, cultural, and ecological 
significance. 

o Many communities use orans for water conservation, as they enhance tree and grass cover, which in turn traps 
surface runoff and supports rainwater harvesting. 

o This holistic understanding of ecosystem interdependence serves as a model for future water policies. 
o Instead of fragmented governance, India must adopt an integrated policy approach that recognizes the mutual 

relationship between water, land, forests, and biodiversity. 
 Incorporating a More-Than-Human Perspective 

o Globally, environmental governance is shifting towards a more-than-human perspective, which acknowledges 
that nature has intrinsic value beyond human needs. 

o Many legal frameworks worldwide have started recognising the rights of nature, with courts developing 
jurisprudence that grants ecosystems legal protection. 

o However, India’s water policies remain anthropocentric, focusing exclusively on human water needs. 
o Interestingly, certain rural communities in India have already embraced a more-than-human approach in their 

water governance. 
o For example, in some regions of western India, irrigation practices are adjusted based on the availability of 

water for animals, ensuring that ecosystem health is prioritised. 
o India’s formal water policies should learn from these community-led practices and incorporate legal 

frameworks that protect natural water bodies as living entities rather than mere resources for human 
consumption. 

 

The Climate Change Imperative 

 Climate change poses a significant threat to India’s water security. A recent study in Nature predicts that India’s 
water gap will widen as global temperatures rise. 

 Given this alarming projection, water policies must prioritise climate resilience by: 
o Developing climate-resilient water systems that can withstand erratic rainfall patterns and extreme weather 

events. 
o Enhancing the resilience of existing water infrastructure to prevent water shortages and depletion. 
o Integrating climate adaptation policies that focus on ecosystem restoration to reduce the impact of droughts 

and floods. 
 For instance, India must promote traditional rainwater harvesting techniques, such as stepwells and check dams, 

while simultaneously leveraging modern innovations like smart irrigation systems and climate-responsive water 
storage facilities. 

 

The Way Forward: Beyond Rhetoric, A Call for Action 

 While current policies emphasise community participation, they often fall short in practical implementation. 
 Rural water policies must move beyond symbolic engagement and ensure that local voices play a central role in 

shaping decision-making processes. 
 At the same time, it is crucial to acknowledge that traditional community practices may have certain limitations. 
 Addressing these requires capacity-building initiatives and sensitization programs to equip communities with 

the latest scientific knowledge and technology without undermining their ecological wisdom. 
 

Conclusion 

 India’s water policies must undergo a fundamental shift to align with contemporary environmental challenges. 
 This requires empowering communities, addressing social vulnerabilities, adopting integrated ecosystem-based 

governance, and ensuring climate resilience. 
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 Moreover, policymakers must incorporate a more-than-human perspective, recognizing that water conservation 
is not just a human concern but a broader ecological necessity. 

 By creating genuine community participation and moving beyond fragmented governance, India can create a 
sustainable and equitable water management framework that serves both present and future generations. 

 

6. The Grok controversy - What it reveals about AI, free speech, and accountability 

 

Why in news? 

The Indian government is engaging with Elon Musk’s X over controversial responses generated by its AI chatbot, Grok. 
The chatbot has produced profane and biased remarks, labelling some conservative users, including Musk, as 
misinformation spreaders. 
Grok’s responses reflect the attitudes prevalent on the platform, raising concerns about accountability. While Grok is 
merely a computer code processing fed data, its "intelligence" remains debatable. 
Instances like using a misogynistic Hindi expletive and making inflammatory statements have prompted users to 
bombard it with more questions, intensifying the debate over AI responsibility. 
 

Grok 

 Grok derives its name from the sci-fi novel Stranger in a Strange Land by Robert A. Heinlein, meaning “to fully 
and profoundly understand something,” as explained by Elon Musk. 

 Musk’s ‘Anti-Woke’ AI Vision 

o Musk positioned Grok as a counter to AI models like ChatGPT and Gemini, claiming they exhibit left-wing bias. 
o In an interview, he expressed concerns over AI being trained to be politically correct and instead sought to 

create a "spicy" and unfiltered AI. 
 Unique Features of Grok 

o Access to Real-Time X Data: Unlike other chatbots, Grok searches and utilizes public posts on X for up-to-date 
responses. 

o Integration with X: Users can tag Grok in their posts to receive direct responses. 
o Unhinged Mode: A feature for premium users that may generate inappropriate or offensive content. 

 Concerns Over Direct Publishing 

o Experts highlighted the risk of unchecked AI-generated content spreading on X, which could lead to real-world 
consequences like misinformation-driven violence. 

o He argues that Grok’s integration with X, rather than its output alone, poses the greatest threat. 
 

Fixing the Responsibility 

 Internet platforms like X, Meta, and YouTube are protected under safe harbour laws, meaning they are not liable 
for content posted by users. 

 However, whether this protection extends to AI-generated content like Grok’s responses remains a legal grey area. 
 The Complexity of Holding AI Accountable 

o Grok is trained on the open internet, including content from X users. 
o This raises the question: if its output is based on human-generated data, can the creators or the platform be 

held responsible? 

o Comparing it to suing the ocean for being wet, legal experts find it difficult to pinpoint accountability. 
 Free Speech and AI 

o In India, freedom of expression is a fundamental right with reasonable restrictions—but it applies to humans, 
not AI. 

o Grok’s responses are determined by its code and dataset, making the concept of "AI free speech" debatable. 
 Who is Responsible? 

o The responsibility may lie with xAI (Grok’s creators) and X for allowing unfiltered responses. 
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o But holding developers accountable is tricky—should blame fall on high-level engineers or low-wage data 
annotators? 

o Governments worldwide are struggling with this unanswered regulatory challenge. 
 

Legal Accountability for AI Speech 

 The question of who is responsible for AI-generated content remains complex, but legal precedents suggest that 
deployers of AI systems can be held liable. 

 Air Canada Case: AI as a Publisher 

o In a landmark ruling, Air Canada was ordered to honor a false refund policy created by its AI chatbot. 
o The court rejected the airline’s claim that it was not responsible for the chatbot’s responses. 
o This ruling suggests that AI chatbots can be treated as publishers under certain circumstances. 

 Context Matters in AI Accountability 

o The level of responsibility depends on the context in which an AI system is deployed. 
o A chatbot providing medical guidance would be held to a higher standard than an AI like Grok on X, which is 

used for general conversations. 
 Safe Harbour for AI Developers 

o Experts propose a safe harbour framework to protect AI developers from liability if they follow due diligence 
measures. 

o This framework could be modeled after end-user license agreements (EULAs) and user conduct policies that 
some companies already apply to their large language models (LLMs). 

 

Broader AI Regulation Challenges 

 The incident highlights critical concerns: 
o AI-generated misinformation 

o Accountability for AI outputs 

o Content moderation difficulties 

o Need for procedural safeguards 

 It also revives debates over the central government’s withdrawn AI advisory from last year, signaling ongoing 
tensions between regulation and innovation. 

 

7. Billion-Dollar Fund to Support Creators’ Economy 

 

Why in news? 

The Central government will invest $1 billion to support India’s creators’ economy. The funds will help creators enhance 
their skills, upgrade production, and expand into global markets, as announced by Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. 
 

About Creators’ Economy 

 The creators’ economy refers to a digital-driven ecosystem where individuals—such as content creators, 
influencers, bloggers, and independent artists—monetize their skills and creativity through social media 
platforms, digital content, and online businesses. 
o Creative Economy is also refereed to as Orange Economy. 

 This sector includes video creators, podcasters, gamers, educators, and independent writers who generate 
revenue through brand collaborations, subscriptions, advertisements, and merchandise sales. 

 

Factors Behind India’s Strategic Push Towards the Creators’ Economy 

o Growing Digital User Base 

 India has over 800 million internet users, making it one of the largest digital markets in the world. 
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 The widespread use of smartphones and affordable data has fueled content consumption. 
o Employment & Economic Growth 

 The sector has the potential to generate self-employment and entrepreneurship opportunities, reducing 
reliance on traditional job markets. 

o Soft Power & Global Influence 

 Indian content creators are gaining international recognition, helping project India’s cultural and linguistic 
diversity to a global audience. 

o Tech-Driven Economy 

 With advancements in AI, AR/VR, and blockchain, new monetization models such as NFTs and decentralized 
platforms are emerging, making the sector more lucrative. 

o Diversity of Regional Content 

 The rise of vernacular content is expanding India’s digital economy beyond English and Hindi, tapping into a 
vast regional audience. 

 Challenges Faced 

o Indian creators face numerous challenges, including inconsistent monetization opportunities, stringent 
platform algorithms, and limited brand collaborations. 

o Intellectual property protection remains a concern, with content piracy and lack of legal awareness affecting 
earnings. 

 Steps Taken by the Indian Government 

o $1 Billion Investment – Announced by the government to support skill enhancement, production quality, and 
global expansion of Indian creators. 

o Digital India & Start-up Ecosystem – Policies such as Digital India, Make in India, and Startup India are fostering 
an environment conducive to digital entrepreneurship. 

o PLI Schemes for Electronics – Encouraging local manufacturing of devices such as smartphones, cameras, and 
laptops that aid content creation. 

o Regulatory Support & Infrastructure – Initiatives like 5G rollout and improved broadband penetration to 
enhance content creation and streaming quality. 

o Support for Vernacular & Regional Creators – Promotion of Indian languages on digital platforms to ensure 
inclusivity and wider audience reach. 

o AI & Digital Skill Development – Focus on AI-based content moderation and creator upskilling to ensure 
ethical and high-quality content. 

 

India’s $1 Billion Investment in the Creators’ Economy 

 High-Level Engagement Ahead of WAVES 2025 

o Ahead of the World Audio Visual and Entertainment Summit (WAVES) 2025, a high-level session was hosted 
by the government to engage the international community. 
 WAVES 2025 will facilitate joint ventures, co-productions, and business expansion in the media and 

entertainment sector. 
o Participants highlighted how the intersection of creativity, media, and technology is reshaping the industry and 

emphasized WAVES 2025 as a key platform for innovation and collaboration. 
 The Role of WAVES 2025 in the Orange Economy 

o The government highlighted WAVES 2025’s role in leveraging the media and entertainment industries for 
economic growth and job creation. 

o The summit will serve as a bridge for cultural diplomacy, fostering unity and global harmony through creative 
industries. 
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8. The Online Gaming Sector: A Growing Opportunity 

 

Why in the News? 

The Economic Survey 2024-25 has called for “accelerating and amplifying the deregulation agenda”, and has urged 
the government to “get out of the way” so that businesses can go about their business. 
 

Introduction: 
 The Indian online gaming industry has witnessed remarkable growth in recent years, emerging as a major 

contributor to the country’s digital economy. 
 With over 650 million smartphone users and a predominantly young population, India has the potential to become 

a global leader in skill-based gaming. 
 A PwC report estimated that the sector, valued at ₹33,000 crore in 2023, is projected to grow at a CAGR of 14.5%, 

reaching ₹66,000 crore by 2028. 
 The industry is also expected to generate 2-3 lakh new jobs in the coming years, supplementing the 2 lakh 

jobs already created. 
 However, despite its potential, government regulations and taxation policies have put the sector under significant 

pressure. 
 

The Burden of High Taxation: 
 While some Indian states, such as Karnataka and Telangana, have initiated policies to promote the animation, 

gaming, and visual effects (AVGC) sector, the central and state governments have imposed hefty taxation 
measures that threaten the industry’s viability. 

 A 28% GST on online gaming has been imposed - similar to taxation on gambling, alcohol, and tobacco. 
 This classification fails to recognize that skill-based online gaming is distinct from gambling. 
 Moreover, a retrospective tax demand of ₹1.12 lakh crore has been levied on gaming companies, pushing smaller 

startups to the brink of closure. 
 

Legal Confusion: Gaming vs. Gambling: 
 State governments have also attempted to ban online gaming, equating it with gambling, which led to multiple 

legal battles. 
 Courts have ruled in favour of online gaming companies, stating that “games of skill” cannot be classified as 

gambling. 
 The Supreme Court even stayed the retrospective GST demand in 2025. 
 However, ongoing regulatory uncertainty continues to discourage investment and innovation in the sector. 
 

Challenges Faced by the Industry: 
 Excessive Taxation: The 28% GST makes Indian gaming companies less competitive than their global counterparts. 
 Legal Uncertainty: Frequent bans and judicial battles create an unpredictable business environment. 
 Lack of Distinction between Gaming and Gambling: The government's failure to differentiate between skill-based 

gaming and gambling causes regulatory confusion. 
 Threat to Small Startups: Many small and mid-sized gaming firms are struggling to survive under the financial 

burden of high taxation and compliance costs. 
 Growth of Offshore Illegal Gambling: Harsh regulations on legitimate gaming companies could push users towards 

illegal offshore betting platforms, which are beyond the reach of Indian regulators. 
 

The Way Forward: A Balanced Regulatory Approach 
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 Instead of burdening the industry with excessive taxation and legal uncertainty, the government should adopt a 
more collaborative approach. 

 Policymakers should work alongside industry leaders to create a clear regulatory framework that supports 
innovation while addressing concerns like addiction and financial transparency. 

 

Key Recommendations: 
 Rationalize GST rates to make taxation fair and sustainable. 
 Create a clear legal distinction between online skill-based gaming and gambling. 
 Drop the retrospective tax demand, which threatens to collapse the industry. 
 Encourage responsible gaming practices with in-app safeguards against excessive usage. 
 Strengthen monitoring mechanisms to curb illegal gambling rather than penalizing legitimate businesses. 
 

Conclusion: 
India’s online gaming sector holds immense potential to contribute to economic growth, job creation, and 
technological innovation. However, onerous taxation and inconsistent regulations are acting as roadblocks. 
The government must balance regulation with growth to ensure that India’s gaming industry thrives in the global 
market. 
 

9. World Air Quality Report 2024 

 

Why in news? 

The World Air Quality Report 2024 by IQAir highlights severe pollution in India, with 13 of the world's 20 most 
polluted cities located in the country. 
Byrnihat (Assam) is the most polluted city globally, while Delhi remains the most polluted capital. India ranked fifth 
in air pollution in 2024, improving from third place in 2023. 
 

Key Highlights of the World Air Quality Report 2024 

o The World Air Quality Report 2024 has been released by Swiss air quality technology company IQAir. 
o The report looked at the data from over 40,000 air quality monitoring stations across 138 countries, territories, 

and regions, and was analysed by IQAir’s air quality scientists. 

 

 

Pollution in India: Key Highlights 
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o Delhi: The World’s Most Polluted Capital for Six Consecutive Years 

 Delhi has once again been ranked as the world’s most polluted capital, surpassing other cities in the National 
Capital Region (NCR) in 2023. 

 While some NCR cities previously recorded worse pollution levels, Delhi emerged as the most polluted regional 
city in South Asia. 

 In 2024, Delhi was the second most polluted city in the world and in Central and South Asia. 
o Decline in Average PM2.5 Levels 

 India's average PM2.5 concentration in 2024 was 50.6 µg/m³, reflecting a 7% decrease from 2023 (54.4 µg/m³). 
o Most Polluted Cities 

 Byrnihat recorded the highest pollution levels globally, with an annual PM2.5 concentration of 128.2 µg/m³. 
 Six Indian cities ranked among the world’s 10 most polluted. 

o Severe Pollution Episodes in Northern India 

 January 2024 witnessed poor air quality in Delhi and Himachal Pradesh. 
 November 2024 saw extreme pollution in Delhi, Punjab, Chandigarh, Haryana, and Himachal Pradesh. 

o Major Pollution Sources 

 Crop stubble burning accounted for 60% of PM2.5 pollution during peak periods. 
 Vehicular emissions, industrial discharges, and construction dust were other significant contributors. 

 

Air Pollution: A Global Crisis 

o Widespread Exposure to Dirty Air 

 In 2024, most of the global population was breathing polluted air. 
 Only 12 countries, regions, and territories met the WHO’s recommended PM2.5 limit of 5 µg/m³. 
 These regions were primarily in Latin America, the Caribbean, and Oceania. 

o Most Polluted Countries 

 The five most polluted countries, based on annual average PM2.5 concentrations, were: 
 Chad – 91.8 µg/m³ 
 Bangladesh – 78 µg/m³ 
 Pakistan – 73.7 µg/m³ 
 Congo – 58.2 µg/m³ 
 India – 50.6 µg/m³ 

o Severe Air Quality Violations 

 Only 17% of the 8,954 cities worldwide met WHO’s PM2.5 guidelines. 
 The 20 most polluted cities, located in India, Kazakhstan, Chad, Pakistan, and China, exceeded WHO limits by 

over 10 times. 
 

Challenges in Pollution Control Efforts and Way Forward 

 The National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), introduced in 2019, aimed to reduce pollution. 
 However, the latest report highlighted persistent challenges due to inconsistent policy implementation and 

inadequate infrastructure. 
 Need for Stronger Action 

o Environmental analysts argue that while Delhi has introduced policies like BS-VI fuel and advanced 
transportation technology, poor implementation has led to persistently high pollution levels. 

o They emphasized that systematic actions remain largely on paper and stressed the need for stronger 
governance and a drastic overhaul of air pollution regulation. 

o Strengthening NCAP and ensuring sustained action will be crucial for long-term improvement. 
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10. India’s Spice Production: Growth, Challenges, and Global Market Share 

 

Why in the News? 

 The chairman of the World Spice Organisation (WSO), recently stated that despite being the largest producer and 
exporter of diverse varieties of spices in the world, India’s share in the global seasoning market is only 0.7%. 

 

Introduction: 
 India is the world’s largest producer and exporter of spices, growing a diverse variety due to its 15 different agro-

climatic zones. 
 However, despite this dominance in production, India’s presence in the global seasoning market is surprisingly low. 
 The country accounts for only 0.7% of the $14 billion global seasoning industry, while China and the USA hold 12% 

and 11% shares, respectively. 
 This gap highlights the urgent need to improve value addition, boost exports, and explore new commercial 

applications for Indian spices. 
 

Current Status of Spice Production in India: 
 India produces around 1.5 million tonnes of spices annually, contributing to $4.5 billion in exports—about 25% of 

the $20 billion global spice market. 
 The primary spice-growing regions include Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Gujarat. 
 However, new regions like the North-East, Odisha, and Jharkhand are emerging as significant spice producers. 
 Some of the most widely grown and exported spices in India include: 

o Black Pepper – "The King of Spices," mainly grown in Kerala and Karnataka. 
o Cardamom – Highly valued in global markets, produced in South India. 
o Turmeric – Used in culinary, medicinal, and nutraceutical applications. 
o Cumin & Coriander – Essential for Indian and Middle Eastern cuisine. 
o Chilies – India is the largest producer of red chilies, widely grown in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

 While India leads in raw spice exports, it lags in value-added products, such as spice blends, extracts, and 
nutraceutical formulations. 

 Currently, only 48% of exported spices are value-added, with the rest being raw spices. 
 

Challenges Facing India’s Spice Industry: 
 Low Value-Added Exports 

o India primarily exports whole spices rather than processed spice products like seasonings, extracts, and 
nutraceuticals. 

o To meet the $10 billion export target by 2030, the share of value-added spices should increase from 48% to 
70%. 

 High Cost of Production 

o Farmers struggle with rising costs due to inefficient agricultural practices, pesticide overuse, and outdated 
processing methods. 

o Improving productivity and cost-efficiency is crucial for global competitiveness. 
 Limited Global Market Penetration 

o While India dominates spice production, countries like Vietnam, Indonesia, Brazil, and China have expanded 
their presence in international spice markets. 

o Additionally, African nations have recently entered spice cultivation, posing new competition. 
 Quality & Safety Concerns 

o Stringent global regulations on pesticide residues and contamination require strict quality control measures. 
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 Last year, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Nepal have banned or restricted the sale of MDH spices due to safety 
concerns.  

 These countries have banned the sale of some MDH spices due to suspected high levels of ethylene oxide, 
a pesticide that can cause cancer.  

o Many Indian spice farmers need training in integrated pest management, hygiene, and sustainable practices to 
meet international standards. 

 Climate Change Impact 

o Spice cultivation is highly sensitive to climate conditions. Unpredictable monsoons and rising temperatures 
threaten yields and quality. 

o Developing high-yielding and climate-resistant varieties is essential to maintaining production levels. 
 

Government & Industry Efforts for Improvement: 
 Several initiatives are underway to enhance India’s spice production and exports: 

o Spices Board of India – Promotes research, processing, and export growth in the sector. 
o World Spice Organisation (WSO) – Works with Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) to improve spice farming 

techniques. 
o Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) – Developing high-yield and climate-resistant spice varieties. 
o Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Programs – Educates farmers on sustainable cultivation practices. 

 By focusing on quality improvement, innovation in value-added products, and expanding into nutraceutical and 
pharmaceutical applications, India can significantly increase its global market share. 

 

News Summary: 
 Despite being the world’s largest producer and exporter of spices, India holds just 0.7% of the $14 billion global 

seasoning market. 
 The country exports $4.5 billion worth of spices annually, but only 48% of these are value-added products. 
 To achieve the $10 billion spice export target by 2030, India must: 

o Increase value addition – Shift from whole spices to seasonings, spice blends, and medicinal extracts. 
o Expand global market presence – Strengthen trade agreements and diversify export destinations. 
o Improve quality & safety compliance – Enhance pesticide control and meet international standards. 
o Boost production efficiency – Reduce costs through modern farming and processing methods. 

 If these steps are implemented, India can transform from being the largest raw spice producer to a dominant 
player in value-added global seasoning markets. 

 

11. Review of PLI Scheme 5 Years On 

 

Why in the News? 

With the first phase of the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme showing progress, the Central government is 
exploring the modifications in PLI 2.0 Scheme. 
 

What’s in Today’s Article? 

 Introduction (Context) 
 About PLI Scheme (Overview, Challenges, PLI 2.0, Comparisons, etc.) 
 

Introduction 

 The Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, introduced in April 2020, aims to enhance India’s manufacturing 
capabilities and attract global companies to set up production facilities in the country. 

 Covering 14 sectors, the scheme incentivizes incremental sales to drive manufacturing growth. 
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 However, five years into its implementation, the government is considering modifications for PLI 2.0, linking 
incentives to additional metrics such as domestic value addition and incremental exports. 

 

Overview of the PLI Scheme 

 The PLI scheme was launched with the following key objectives: 
o Boost domestic manufacturing and reduce import dependence. 
o Attract original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) and contract manufacturers. 
o Encourage investment in high-tech sectors like electronics, semiconductors, pharmaceuticals, and specialty 

steel. 
o Enhance India’s participation in global supply chains. 
o Create employment and promote skill development in manufacturing. 

 The scheme has seen notable success in sectors such as mobile phones, pharmaceuticals, and food processing. 
However, in certain sectors like IT hardware, advanced chemicals, textiles, and specialty steel, progress has been 
slower than expected. 

 

Challenges in the Existing PLI Framework 

 Low Value Addition: 
o Even in successful sectors like mobile manufacturing, the percentage of local value addition remains in single 

digits. 
o Critical components such as semiconductor chips and subassemblies are still imported. 

 Limited Domestic Market Size: 
o Sectors like telecom and electronics do not generate sufficient demand to encourage large-scale local 

manufacturing. 
o Export-led growth is essential to drive economies of scale. 

 Foreign vs. Domestic Players: 
o Indian manufacturers struggle with cost competitiveness compared to their Chinese and Vietnamese 

counterparts. 
o Limited access to international markets and lower technological capability reduce India’s bargaining power in 

the global supply chain. 
 Dependency on Foreign OEMs: 

o Currently, global players drive the manufacturing ecosystem, while Indian firms remain dependent on them for 
critical technologies. 

o Lack of indigenous R&D investment in semiconductors, specialty steel, and advanced chemical cells remains a 
key hurdle. 

 

PLI 2.0: Proposed Reforms for Sustainable Growth 

 To address these challenges and refine the PLI scheme, policymakers are considering several key reforms: 
 Linking Incentives to Value Addition 

o Instead of rewarding companies solely based on incremental sales, PLI 2.0 proposes higher incentives for firms 
that achieve a greater percentage of domestic value addition. This includes: 
 Promoting localization of key components like semiconductors and printed circuit boards (PCBs). 
 Supporting indigenous R&D and manufacturing to reduce import dependence. 

 Export-Oriented Incentives 

o To make Indian manufacturers globally competitive, PLI 2.0 aims to link incentives with export performance, 
ensuring: 

o Increased production volumes. 
o A globally competitive cost structure through economies of scale. 
o Enhanced participation in international value chains. 

 Strengthening Local Component Manufacturing 
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o One of the biggest limitations of the current PLI scheme is the lack of a robust component ecosystem. 
Proposed measures include: 

o Encouraging joint ventures with global companies to build an ecosystem for sub-components and advanced 
manufacturing. 

o Ensuring foreign OEMs help in technology transfer and capacity building for local manufacturers. 
 Supporting MSMEs and Domestic Players 

o Large-scale manufacturers dominate the PLI scheme, while small and medium enterprises (SMEs) struggle to 
compete. New reforms may focus on: 

o Special incentives for domestic MSMEs engaged in component manufacturing. 
o Credit support and infrastructure development to help small firms integrate into global supply chains. 

 Focus on Semiconductor Manufacturing 

o Given the global semiconductor shortage and India’s reliance on imports, the government is expected to: 
o Provide stronger incentives for semiconductor fabrication units (fabs). 
o Push for the development of indigenous chip design and assembly capabilities. 

 

Comparisons with Global Manufacturing Strategies 

 India’s PLI strategy is inspired by the industrial policies of nations like China, Japan, and South Korea. These 
countries: 
o Leveraged foreign OEMs to develop domestic ecosystems. 
o Focused on technology transfer and local skill development. 
o Used exports as a growth driver to build global manufacturing hubs. 

 For instance, China’s electric vehicle (EV) industry was strengthened by allowing Tesla to establish manufacturing 
units. This move helped local suppliers improve their quality and capacity, eventually boosting homegrown brands 
like BYD, Li Auto, and Nio. 

 India is now trying to replicate this model by using PLI to attract foreign investment while also developing 
domestic manufacturing capabilities. 

 

Conclusion 

The PLI scheme has set India on the path to becoming a global manufacturing hub, but challenges remain in scaling 
up, increasing local value addition, and making domestic firms globally competitive. As discussions on PLI 
2.0 progress, the government aims to introduce reforms that prioritize exports, component localization, and MSME 
support. 
With the right policy interventions, India can bridge gaps in the supply chain, improve competitiveness, and establish 
itself as a leader in global manufacturing. 
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