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PSIR OPTIONAL TEST SERIES 2026
 

Date & Day Paper & 
Test Type

Chapters Topics Micro Topics Sources

12th July 2026
Sunday

Paper I
Sectional

Political Theory
Western Political
Thought, Political

Ideologies

Plato, Aristotle,
Machiavelli, Hobbes,

Locke, Rousseau,
Marx; Liberalism,

Marxism, Feminism etc

OP Gauba,
Andrew

Heywood, Brian
Nelson

19th July 2026
Sunday

Paper I
Sectional

Indian Political Thought
& Indian Nationalism

Modern Thinkers,
Nationalist Thought

Gandhi, Ambedkar,
Nehru, Savarkar,
Lohia, JP, Tagore;

Nationalism,
Revolutionary & Social

Movts

IGNOU, V.R.
Mehta, B.L.
Fadia, Bipin

Chandra

26th July 2026
Sunday

Paper I
Sectional

Indian Constitution,
Governance, Federalism

Constitution,
Institutions, Social

Movements

Preamble, FRs/DPSP,
Legislature, Executive,

Judiciary, PRI, RTI,
NGO, Electoral

reforms

Laxmikanth,
Rajni Kothari,

Subhash
Kashyap, ARC

Reports

2nd August 2026
Sunday

Paper II
Sectional

Comparative Politics &
State Theory

State, Sovereignty,
Democracy,

Representation

Comparative methods,
Developed vs

Developing, Political
participation,
Globalisation

O.P. Gauba,
Andrew

Heywood,
Hague & Harrop

9th August 2026
Sunday

Paper II
Sectional

IR Theories, Global
Concerns, UN,

International Economy

Realism, Liberalism,
Global South, WTO,
UN, Human Rights

Realism, Balance of
Power, WTO, IMF, NPT,

Climate Change, UN
reforms

Andrew
Heywood

(Global
Politics), V.N.

Khanna, David
Malone

16th August 2026
Sunday

Paper II
Sectional

India’s Foreign Policy
and Relations

India-USA, India-
China, India &

Neighbours, NAM

SAARC, Indo-Pacific,
Nuclear Doctrine, Look

East, Neighbourhood
First

Rajiv Sikri,
Pavneet Singh,
C. Raja Mohan,
MEA website

23rd August 2026
Sunday

Paper I
Full-Length

Entire Paper I
Complete Syllabus

Paper I

All of Political Theory,
Indian Political

Thought, Constitution,
Governance, Social

Movements

All standard
sources above

30th August 2026
Sunday

Paper II
Full-Length

Entire Paper II
Complete Syllabus

Paper II

Comparative Politics,
IR Theories, UN, India’s
Foreign Policy, Global

Concerns

All standard
sources above
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